Pre-Health Professions Advising
Career Services
1032 West Sheridan Road, Sullivan Center – 255
Chicago, IL 60660
(773) 508-3636 PHadvising@luc.edu

We are pleased that you are considering applying to the Early Assurance Program (EAP) at
Loyola University Chicago. EAP is an opportunity for the top pre-medical students of the rising
junior cohort (finishing second-year) to be conditionally accepted into the designated first-year
class (2024) at the Stritch School of Medicine (SSOM). This program is designed to assist
students throughout stages of premedical planning by helping to define and broaden their
academic interests. Additionally, through a variety of educational opportunities, students will
explore and learn more about the medical profession.
Eligibility
Applicants are required to:
• Be enrolled full time at Loyola University Chicago
• Complete all science courses at Loyola University Chicago
• Have earned a total of 60 credits over the past four consecutive semesters at Loyola
(i.e., end of spring term of second year)
• Post a minimum Science Grade Point Average (SGPA) of 3.6 and an overall cumulative
Grade Point Average (GPA) above 3.6 with no grade lower than C on the academic
record. (Note that a minimum SGPA of 3.6 and minimum cumulative GPA of 3.6 must be
earned at graduation; see Acceptance section in this document for more details.)
• Present an academic record which is clear of any "irregularities" (i.e., incomplete
courses, withdrawals, repeated course work)
• Complete the year-long sequence of both General and Organic Chemistry by the end of
the academic year in which the EAP application is submitted*
o General Chemistry with lab**
CHEM 101/111 or 105t and CHEM 102/112 or 106 t
o Organic Chemistry with lab
CHEM 223/225 or 221t and CHEM 224/226 or 222t
• Complete the year-long sequence of either Biology or Physics by the end of the
academic year in which the EAP application is submitted
o General Biology with lab**
BIOL 101/111 and BIOL 102/112
o General Physics with lab***
tt
tt
PHYS 111/111L or 125/125L and PHYS 112/112L or 126/126L
*Two Completion Options for the General and Organic Chemistry Sequence:
Option 1 – Complete the year-long sequence of both General and Organic
Chemistry by the end of spring term 2022
Option 2 – Complete the year-long sequence of both General and Organic
Chemistry by the end of summer term 2022 and complete the year-long
sequences of both Biology and Physics by the end of spring term 2023.
**students earning advanced placement (AP) credit in General Biology must
complete both of the following at Loyola: Cell Biology (BIOL 251) and Genetics
(BIOL 282); students earning advanced placement (AP) credit in General
Chemistry must complete Organic Chemistry at Loyola (CHEM 223/225 &
224/226 or CHEM 221t and 222t).

***students earning advanced placement (AP) credit in physics are strongly
encouraged to audit the physics lecture prior to taking the MCAT and must
complete both physics lab courses
“t” indicates courses taken by chemistry majors
“tt” indicates courses taken by physics majors
•
•
•
•

Complete (or place into) a course in math at or above the level of Precalculus (MATH
118)
Be in good standing at the university as evidenced by academic and interpersonal
conduct and activities
Submit a completed application via the Pre-Health Application Database by 5:00pm on
Monday, September 12, 2022
You must submit a photograph and three (3) required letters of evaluation: two (2) from
Loyola science faculty and one (1) from a professional in a post- secondary medicallyrelated experience in which the applicant was/is engaged. An optional fourth letter of
evaluation may also be submitted. Specifically, this fourth letter may serve as a second
clinical letter or a research letter, but it cannot take the place of any of the three required
letters of evaluation. Letters of evaluation from relatives will not be accepted. Letters of
evaluation from co-workers of relatives will also not be accepted. Letters of evaluation
should be submitted directly from the evaluators electronically via the Pre-Health
Applications Database. Please first make your request in person to your evaluators for
confirmation a letter will be provided. Upon confirmation, notify the recommender an
electronic request will be sent via email which will include the student’s waiver selection
of confidentiality, recommendations, and guidelines for reference. Instructions for
uploading the completed letter will also be included. The deadline for receipt of letters of
evaluation is 5:00 pm, Friday, September 30, 2022. It is the responsibility of each
candidate to notify their recommenders that letters must be on letterhead and signed.
Candidates are also responsible to confirm that letters of evaluation have been received
by the Pre-Health Professions Program Office by monitoring PHAD.

You may immediately begin working on your responses to the essay questions, requesting
letters of evaluation, etc. The EAP Application will be available on the Pre-Health application
database (https://forms.luc.edu/prehealth/login/login) and the final version of your EAP
Application must be submitted electronically via this route. Applicants are required to complete
an online application, via the Pre-Health Applications Database (PHAD), detailing personal
history, contact information for recommenders, and responses to essay questions. Please note
that you will need to invest considerable time and thought in completing this application.
Remember that your work will be evaluated on both its content and form.
Admissions Interviews
Following review of all EAP applications, candidates deemed acceptable for further
consideration will be invited to interview first with a LSC EAP Selection Committee, and, if
deemed acceptable for further consideration after this initial interview, candidates will then be
invited to interview with members of the Committee on Admissions at the Stritch School of
Medicine. During interviews, candidates will be encouraged to discuss many of their personal
qualities, such as empathy, integrity, self-confidence and resourcefulness, among others.
Applicants also will have the opportunity to demonstrate their suitability for pursuing a career in
medicine by addressing questions related (but not limited) to:
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•
•
•
•

Motivation for medicine
Breadth of educational interests and accomplishments
Extracurricular activities and evidence of service to others
Self-awareness and insight into issues facing physicians today

The EAP Lake Shore Campus Selection Committee reviews every application completed by the
deadlines. That includes all the materials for which you are directly responsible, as well as the
required letters of evaluation that have been received in PHAD by the posted deadlines. The
Selection Committee will assess each candidate to see that all eligibility requirements are
satisfied, evaluate the quality of the candidacies of eligible applicants, and select candidates for
interviews at Loyola’s Lake Shore Campus. Interviews will likely be held during the first month or
two of the fall semester.
Following the interview, the Selection Committee will conduct a summative evaluation of each
candidate and forward candidates to the SSOM Committee on Admissions. The SSOM
Committee on Admissions may invite none, some, or all of these candidates for a series of
interviews, which typically occur in October. Interview decisions by both the Lake Shore
Campus and SSOM Committees are final. Candidates who interview at SSOM are typically
notified whether or not they have earned conditional admission via EAP by the SSOM
Committee on Admissions in December/January. Candidates who succeed in this final stage will
be guaranteed acceptance into the designated first-year class at SSOM, contingent upon
fulfilling requirements outlined below and any subsequent communication from SSOM.
Acceptance
After all EAP interviews have been completed, up to ten candidates will be guaranteed
acceptance into the designated Entering Class at the Stritch School of Medicine. This
acceptance is contingent upon maintaining the same high standards evidenced in the
candidate's initial EAP application as well as:
• Completion of all SSOM prerequisites for admission, including award of the
Baccalaureate Degree prior to matriculation at Stritch School of Medicine
• Participation in required programs and activities sponsored by SSOM and Pre-Health
Professions Advising
• Continued endorsement by the Director of Pre-Health Professions Advising, approval of
all course schedules by a Pre-Health Advisor (prior to registration deadlines), and
participation in the Pre-Health Professions Advisory Committee (PHPAC) process
• Submission of an application to the American Medical College Application Service
(AMCAS) no later than July 1 of the year prior to matriculation at Stritch
• Post a minimum Science Grade Point Average (SGPA) of 3.6 and an overall cumulative
Grade Point Average (GPA) above 3.6, with no grade lower than C on the academic
record at the end of spring 2024
• Applicants must take the MCAT and earn a minimum 507 composite score. For the 2024
EAP cycle, there is no minimum section requirement for MCAT scores.
o The MCAT must be taken no later than September of the year prior to
matriculation at SSOM.
o Adequate preparation for the MCAT will require specific coursework and
significant additional MCAT specific studying.
o Please see the Example Course Sequences for the MCAT on the Pre-Health
website for additional information:
http://www.luc.edu/prehealth/healthprofessions/mddo/mcat/
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Applications are only submitted on the Pre-Health Application Database accessible from the
Pre-Health Professions Program website (http://www.luc.edu/prehealth/). Announcements
opening the application submission process are sent over the Pre-Health Electronic Newsletter,
posted on the Pre-Health Professions Program website and through other resources.
Completed applications must be submitted before 5:00 pm CT Monday, September 12, 2022 via
the Pre-Health Application Database. Once the application and letters are submitted, the LSC
EAP Selection Committee will review them; the SSOM EAP Committee on Admissions will
forward selected students for consideration. Please realize that only the Committee can
generate requests for interviews. All Committee decisions are final.
Accepted EAP candidates will be required to acknowledge their intent to matriculate at Stritch in
writing within two weeks of the acceptance, thereby constituting an agreement with the Stritch
School of Medicine that they will not pursue admission to any other medical school(s).
Note: This information reflects information pertinent only to the Stritch School of Medicine
Entering Class of 2024. The Early Assurance Program will be reviewed annually to determine
any necessary or desirable changes regarding EAP requirements and/or standards for
admission to the Stritch School of Medicine.
For More Information:
Undergraduate Admission Office
Loyola University Chicago
820 N. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL 60611-9810
Phone: 312 915-6500
Toll-free: 800 262-2373
Email: admission@luc.edu
http://www.luc.edu/undergrad/college- applications.html

Pre-Health Professions Advising
Loyola University Chicago
Sullivan Center 255
1032 W. Sheridan Rd.
Chicago, IL 60660
Email: PHadvising@luc.edu
www.luc.edu/prehealth/

Loyola University Chicago and Loyola University Chicago Stritch School of Medicine admits students without regard
to their race, color, sex, age, or national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and other activities
generally accorded or made available to students at the school. Loyola University Chicago does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, sex, age or national or ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic or other school-administered programs. Qualified persons are
not subject to discrimination on the basis of handicap or disability.
The president and officers of Loyola University of Chicago reserve the right to change the requirements for admission
or graduation announced in this brochure, and to change the arrangement, scheduling, credit, prerequisites or
content of courses, regulations affecting students, and to refuse to admit or readmit and to dismiss any student at any
time should it be deemed to be required in the interest of the student or the university to do so.
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