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As I write this the last week 

of March, we have passed the 

one year mark of our univer-

sityôs ï and societyôs ï ex-

traordinary adjustment to the 

new coronavirus and covid-

19 disease.  On March 13 of 

last year all on-site classes 

were canceled and we transi-

tioned to a totally on-line university.  Remarkably, 

we pretty much did it.  Within about a week to 10 

days, the faculty, staff, and students of LUC totally 

switched formats for teaching and learning, doing 

crash courses on designing and implementing on-

line education. We had our annual honors ceremony 

via zoom, we had commencement via zoom. It was-

nôt perfect, and we all would have preferred it other-

wise, but we pulled it off.  

 

Our Fall semester of this academic year was also 

almost completely on-line. This Spring semester 

there have been a handful of on-campus classes, 

with smaller enrollment caps, distancing and clean-

ing practices, and the like. Once again, it has been 

no oneôs favorite mode of teaching and learning, but 

some mid-semester student evaluations found that 

students do think they are learning and are still 

working hard for their education.  However, as I 

write this, we are busily planning for next academic 

year to be mostly on-campus. With increasing vac-

cine rates, if we can continue to control new infec-

tions, next academic year may well be ónormalô 

again. There are some worrying signs, but we re-

main hopeful at this point. 

 

Just because we are all on-line doesnôt mean life 

hasnôt been busy.  In particular, the department is 

working to hire new assistant professors to replace 

the senior faculty who retired last year with LUCôs 

óbuy-outô (you may recall that the department had 

three faculty retire, and another colleague took an-

other job). Thus, we will have new faces joining the 

department in the fall. One of the positions for 

which we are hiring will be a joint appointment with 

the program in Womenôs Studies and Gender Stud-

ies (WSGS) and the other in Medical Sociology.  

Those faculty searches are on-going. 

 

Another new faculty member who will join the de-

partment in the fall is Fr. Patrick (Paddy) Gilger, S.J. 

He is just finishing his PhD in Sociology at the New 

School for Social Research in New York City. He 

specializes in the sociology of religion and sociolog-

ical theory, and his dissertation research is on com-

munalist religious groups and how they form com-

munities of faith.  You will read more about him in 

the Fall newsletter, but we are excited to know he 

will be here. 

 

I want to also call attention to the fact that Stephanie 

DeCaluwe, who has been the departmentôs Adminis-

trative Assistant for a number of years took a new 

position at LUC at the School of Environmental Sus-

tainability. Many of you probably know Stephanie 

and know that she was extremely good at her job, 

especially solving problems and helping people ac-

complish their goals. And through it all she was un-

failingly cheerful.  We will miss her and are now 

searching for her successor. 

 

Elsewhere in the newsletter you will find infor-

mation on the activities and achievements of our fac-

ulty, of our graduate students, and of our undergrad-

uate majors. Even with everything else going on, 

folks were publishing books and articles, making 

presentations at conferences, and winning awards. 

There is some updated information about many of 

our alumni.  We are delighted to share all this infor-

mation. 

 

So, welcome to the Sociology Department newslet-

ter for another semester.  We hope to keep you con-

nected to people you know, introduce you to some 

that you donôt, and give you yet more evidence that 

our department is a lively, collegial, and energetic 

place to be.  Do stay in touch, we love hearing from 

folks both far and near.  

Message from the Chair, Dr. Rhys Williams 
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Kudos and Announcements 
Dr. Judson Everitt and former Loyola Sociology PhD 
student Chris Duncan presented their co-authored paper 
entitled "Negotiated Orders and the Micro-Foundations of 
Institutionalization in Principalsô Management of Teacher 
Evaluationsò at the virtual Annual Meeting of the Midwest 
Sociological Society in March.  
 
Dr. Judson Everitt joined as co-author with Jeanne H. 
Ballantine and Jenny Stuber on the 9th edition of the book 
entitled The Sociology of Education: A Systematic Analy-
sis (Routledge). This new edition will be in print in July 
2021.  
 
Dr. Judson Everitt is serving as Vice President for the 
Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction this year, as 
well as the program chair for this year's virtual annual 
meeting in August. The meeting's theme is "Socialization 
and Inequalities across the Life Course: New Directions 
for Interactionist Scholarship." The meeting would have 
been in Chicago this summer if not for the pandemic. 

 
Dr. Dana Garbarski published two studies in the book 
Understanding Survey Methodology: Sociological Theory 
and Applications. ñThe Measurement of Gender Expres-
sion and Sexual Attraction: Cognitive Interviews with 
Queer Womenò was co-authored with graduate student 
Dana LaVergne. ñCorrelates of Differences in Interaction-
al Patterns among Black and White Respondentsò was co-
authored with collaborators from University of Wisconsin-
Madison. 
 
Dr. Dana Garbarski became President of the Midwest 
Association for Public Opinion Research in November 
2020.  
 
Dr. Dana Garbarski presented research at the virtual an-
nual conference for the Midwest Association for Public 
Opinion Research entitled "Interviewersô Evaluations of 
Respondents and the Interview as Indicators of Data Qual-
ity." 
 
Dr. Lauren Langman (emeritus), along with George 
Lundskow, organized three sessions for the virtual 2021 
Midwest Sociological Society meeting, one titled, ñThe 

Election 2020,ò a second one titled, òConspiracies,ò and a 
third called ñPost Trump/Trumpism.ò Dr. Langman deliv-
ered a paper in the last session, titled, ñThe Dialectic of 
Trumpism: From Sick Society to Great Refusals.ò 

Dr. Kelly Moore published an article titled ñCapitalisms, 
Generative Projects and the New STS (2020) in the journal 
Science as Culture.ò 

Dr. Cristian Paredes published an article in Humanity 
and Society titled ñIs Openness in Taste Directly Associat-
ed with Tolerance? Exploring a Relationship between 
Openness in Taste in Leisure Consumption and Attitudes 
toward Immigrants.ò   
 
Dr. Peter Rosenblatt was awarded the Outstanding Pro 
Bono Service Award by the Lawyerôs Committee for Bet-
ter Housing.  Click here for a video of the acceptance cere-
mony (9:06). 
 
Dr. Peter Rosenblatt co-produced a report predicting the 
impact of COVID-19 on evictions and unemployment. 
ñEviction Filings, Unemployment, and the Impact of 
COVID-19ò 
 
Dr. Elfriede Wedam and graduate student Ryan Wong 
published a chapter in The Routledge Handbook on Reli-
gion in Cities, edited by Katie Day and Elise M. Edwards, 
titled ñReligion and Violence in the Urban Context.ò 
 
Dr. Elfriede Wedam gave a presentation titled ñReligion 
and Violence in American Urban Contextò at ISA IV Fo-
rum of Sociology, Feb. 23-28, 2021. 
 
Dr. Matthew Williams wrote an entry on a recent journal 
article posted on the ASAôs Work in Progress blog.  ñWhy 
Global Solidarity Is Important for Global Labor Strategyò 
 
Dr. Rhys Williams delivered a paper titled, "Two Tales of 
America: Narratives of Progress and Decline in the 2020 
Election Cycle" in the ñElection 2020ò session of the Mid-
west Sociological Society meetings.. 
 

Dr. Elfriede WedamðGuest Lecturer Michael P. McGillicuddy 
 

A guest speaker in Dr. Wedam's Sociology 101 classes in March was Michael P. McGillicuddy, LCSW, whose 
lecture was titled "If We're Better Together, Why Are We So Far Apart?" The topic was how to overcome po-
larization in the current political and cultural climate.  Michael P. McGillicuddy is a member of the Ignatian 
Volunteer Corp and a retired psychiatric social worker. He is a former DeLaSalle Christian Brother whose ca-
reer path also included teaching, government service, and financial planning. As a college student in Memphis, 
he marched with Martin Luther King Jr. Through IVC, he currently serves at Kolbe House Jail Ministry and 
facilitates groups for Cook County Jail detainees. Mike started Untying Knots, a program for speaking about 
how polarization of all types of viewpoints tear our families and communities apart and how to overcome this. 
He and his wife, Mary are members of St. Mary's Catholic Church in Riverside, Illinois. 

https://www.youtube.com/user
https://eviction.lcbh.org/sites/default/files/reports/chicago-evictions-unemployment-covid-19.pdf
https://eviction.lcbh.org/sites/default/files/reports/chicago-evictions-unemployment-covid-19.pdf
http://www.wipsociology.org/2020/12/03/why-global-solidarity-is-important-for-global-labor-strategy/
http://www.wipsociology.org/2020/12/03/why-global-solidarity-is-important-for-global-labor-strategy/
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Greetings to all in a 
semester when 
hope springs. Vac-
cinations are rolling 
out, plans for a re-
turn to campus are 
in the works for 
fall, and the Loyola 
Menôs Basketball 

team made a run to the Sweet 16 after 
being crowned Missouri Valley Con-
ference champions.   
 
Registration for fall courses will begin 
on Apr 19th. I will be hosting a Zoom 
Advising Open House the week prior 
to registration week (Thu, Apr 15th 
12:30-2pm Central, Zoom link posted 
on the Majors Sakai site). Students 

can ñstop byò virtually at any point to 
ask questions, get permissions for 
SOCL 365, and discuss career op-
tions. Please mark your calendars and 
make a point to drop by during our 
Advising Open House. 
 
I would also like to advise those of 
you early in the process of fulfilling 
your sociology major requirements to 
take a close look at our other 100-
level courses, our Tier II core courses. 
These courses count towards the ma-
jor, are usually smaller in size than 
101 sections, go more in-depth on 
particular substantive topics in sociol-
ogy, and offer opportunities for closer 
faculty interaction in the context of a 
class. These classes cover topics of 

broad interest including: race and eth-
nicity (SOCL 122), mass media 
(SOCL 123), urban sociology (SOCL 
125), religion (SOCL 145), sex and 
gender (SOCL 171). Moreover, each 
of these classes equip students with a 
broad basis on substantive topics you 
are likely to engage in subsequent 
elective courses. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with 
any questions about the undergraduate 
program in sociology, and best wishes 
for rounding out a productive spring 
semester! 
 
Judson Everitt 
Undergraduate Program Director 

U N D E R G R A D U A T E  N E W S 

 
Taylor Thomas was nominated 

for an Undergraduate Womenôs 

Leadership Award from the Gan-

non Center for Women and Lead-

ership. 

 

Taylor also serves as the Chief 

Equity, Diversity, & Inclusion Officer in Loyolaôs Student 

Government. 

 

Elaina Richards serves as the Academic 

Affairs Officer in Loyolaôs Student Gov-

ernment 

 

Destiny Jacque was part of the Front Desk 

Office Assistants in Residence Life team 

that received the Ignatian Spirit Outstanding Team Award.  

Camille Jackson received the Presi-

dents Medallion in recognition of 

outstanding scholarship, leadership, 

and service. She plans to graduate in 

May 2021 with a B.A. in Film and 

Digital Media and a B.A. in Sociolo-

gy.  

 

 

Bre Hampton-Bey, a member of Loy-

olaôs Womenôs Basketball team, was 

selected to the MVC All-Newcomer 

Team. Bre has added 8.3 ppg and 4.1 

rpg in her first year with the Ramblers, 

starting in eight of her 16 appearances.  

Chelsea TiradoðEvaluation Course 
 
I am currently taking a semester long course on evaluation, which is actually being counted as "SOCL 397- Independ-
ent Study Project." Every week, well-known Chicago evaluators teach our classes; on occasion, we have 
"organizational visits" where evaluation directors from social service agencies in Chicago (such as Heartland Alliance) 
discuss their work and hold "panels" where we are directly able to ask them questions. It has been a wonderful experi-
ence so far! The materials of the course have really emphasized the importance of employing an equitable based ap-
proach, and there has been a lot of discourse on things like power dynamics when working with marginalized commu-
nities. The cohort/class is small (8 students of color), but the size has really allowed us to foster a sense of community 
with one another. Following this semester, we will have a paid summer internship that we will be matched with based 
on survey responses. There are lots of skills from previous sociology classes that I think will be very fruitful for the 
internship (like survey design, interviewing, data collection etc.), and just the program itself. After graduating, we will 
all be participating in a 6-month paid fellowship in evaluation as well.  

From Dr. Judson Everitt, Undergraduate Program Director 

Kudos and Announcements 
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Will there be a tsunami of evictions after COVID-19? 
 

As COVID-19 spread across summer and fall of 2020, Illinoisô Governor J.B. Pritzker, and later the CDC, 

issued moratoriums preventing the eviction of renters for unpaid rent- these moratoriums are still in ef-

fect. While this moratorium stopped households from being formally evicted during the pandemic, it left 

tenants responsible for the rent they owed. This means that whenever the moratorium ends, tenants may 

find themselves owing a significant amount of back rent. At this point, landlords may well file an evic-

tion. 

 

But how many tenants will be in this position? This issue has a lot of people worried, not just in Chicago 

but across the country. The situation is compounded by the huge increase in unemployment that followed 

the COVID-19 related shutdown in the spring. With tens of thousands of Chicagoans losing their jobs, 

will there be a ñtsunamiò of evictions once the moratorium lifts? 

 

This was the question that Sociology Department professor Peter Rosenblatt saw an opportunity to an-

swer. Drawing on an existing partnership with the Lawyersô Committee for Better Housing (LCBH), a 

non-profit legal aid and advocacy organization, and working with Loyolaôs Center for Urban Research 

and Learning (CURL) and a group of students, Dr. Rosenblatt used a unique dataset of Cook County evic-

tion filings to explore the relationship between evictions and unemployment. The research team, which 

included sociology graduate student Travis Moody, undergraduate sociology major Emily Drane, and 

recent sociology alum Grace Rock, used these data to develop a statistical model that they used to predict 

the number of eviction filings there might have been in Chicago in 2020 if not for the moratorium. The 

project showcased the continued impact of sociology outside of Loyola. Current students Moody and 

Drane took an active role in the analysis, while alum Rock, at the time an Americorps VISTA member 

serving with LCBH, provided deep knowledge of the data and housing policy. The report, which showed 

21,000 evictions from 2020 that could potentially still be filed when the moratorium ends, can be found 

here. An updated discussion of COVID-19 and evictions featuring Dr. Rosenblatt can be found on Loyo-

la's YouTube channel and a longer presentation by the group at a CURL Friday Morning seminar can be 

found here. 

 

Rosenblatt, Moody, and Drane, along with CURL research professor Dr. Gina Spitz, are continuing their 

work with LCBH on different aspects of eviction in Chicago.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily Drane Grace Rock Travis Moody Dr. Gina Spitz Dr. Peter  
Rosenblatt 

https://eviction.lcbh.org/reports/eviction-unemployment-covid-19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAnCWBJa7Js
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAnCWBJa7Js
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lu3cyy8W2r8



