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As I write this at the end of 
our March óspringô break, 
we are now two years past 
the manifesting of the new 
coronavirus and covid-19 
disease in our society. 
Things are slowly adjusting, 
at least in some ways, back 
to pre-covid ways of living. 
Hospitalizations and deaths 
continue to decline, nation-
ally and in Chicago, vac-
cines and booster shots are 
widespread. Many places 

have now relaxed their mask mandates ï although I admit 
to being startled and wary when I see someone in the gro-
cery store without a mask; I keep my distance. For the 
time being, Loyola will continue its mask mandates in 
classrooms, a wise policy I think. 
 
We also approach the one million mark for deaths attribut-
ed to covid-19 in the last two years ï a staggering number. 
And so many thousands of people continue to struggle 
with the after-effects of the sickness, in ways that are still 
not well understood and often even without clear bio-
markers. This doesnôt even count the jobs lost, businesses 
closed, relationships disrupted and the like. And the politi-
cization of the disease and methods of coping with it con-
tinues to sow anger and distrust in our politics and collec-
tive life. 
 
So, things are getting better, no doubt, but the costs, both 
past and on-going, cannot be forgotten.  
 
Under the category of good things happening, LUCôs cam-
puses are hopping with the largest first-year class in the 
universityôs history. Applications for next year are also 
very strong, so there will no doubt be a sizable first-year 
class this coming year. The menôs basketball team quali-
fied for the NCAA tournament for the second year in a 
row by winning the Missouri Valley Conferenceôs year-
end tournament. Many people on campus participated in a 
real-time virtual conversation with Pope Francis in Febru-
ary, hosted by Loyolaôs Institute of Pastoral Studies (IPS), 
the Department of Theology, and the Joan and Bill Hank 
Center for the Catholic Intellectual Heritage. It was a first-
of-its-kind event. 
 
Within the Sociology Department, we have already 
learned that three of our current PhD students will receive 
Graduate School Fellowships for next year. The Sociology 
Graduate Student Association put on a successful student 
research symposium, with a keynote address from PhD 
alum Dr. Sean Young. Two of our PhD graduates, Dr. 
Gwendolyn Purifoye (2014) and Dr. Soulit Chacko (2020) 
have accepted new tenure-track jobs for next year ï Dr. 
Purifoye at Notre Dame and Dr. Chacko at Boise State 
University.  And one of our BA alums, Sarah (Frankie) 

Frank, who is working on her PhD dissertation at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, has accepted a faculty position at 
Elizabethtown College in Pennsylvania.   
 
Another new faculty member will join our department in 
the Fall semester of 2022. Dr. Teresa Irene Gonzales, who 
is currently an Assistant Professor of Sociology at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts-Lowell, will be bringing her ex-
pertise in urban sociology, the sociology of race and eth-
nicity, and community organizing to our LUC Sociology. 
She is a Chicago native, and has a book just out with New 
York University Press, titled Building a Better Chicago: 
Race and Community Resistance to Urban Redevelop-
ment. You will read more about her in the Fall newsletter, 
but we are excited to know she will be here. 
 
On a sad note for the department, Loyola University, and 
the greater community, professor emerita Judith G. Witt-
ner died in late February, peacefully, while in hospice 
care. Judy was a gifted researcher, a phenomenal teacher 
and mentor, and an active advocate for marginalized peo-
ple in all parts of her life. We are organizing a memorial 
celebration with the Womenôs Studies and Gender Studies 
program here at Loyola, planned for April 7th. You will 
see more about Judy and the event later in the newsletter.  
 
As always, you will find information here on the activities 
and achievements of our faculty, of our graduate students, 
and of our undergraduate majors. Even with everything 
else going on, folks were publishing their research, mak-
ing presentations at conferences, and winning awards. 
There is some updated information about many of our 
alumni. We are delighted to share all this information. 
 
Finally, I want to note that this will be my last óchairôs 
columnô as chair of the Sociology Department. I have 
come to the end of my three-year term and have decided 
not to do another term. Along with the two terms I did as 
chair from 2009-2015 that is a total of nine years as de-
partment chair. It is enough for me, and I think time for 
the department to have a new person with new ideas and 
energy in the position. I am grateful for the opportunity, 
and grateful to my colleagues for this being such a collegi-
al department to chair. 
 
So, welcome to the Sociology Department newsletter for 
another semester.  We hope to keep you connected to peo-
ple you know, introduce you to some that you donôt, and 
give you yet more evidence that our department is a lively, 
collegial, and energetic place to be.  Do stay in touch, we 
love hearing from folks both far and near. 

Message from the Chair, Dr. Rhys Williams 
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Kudos and Announcements 
Dr. Judson Everitt presented a paper co-written with 
James M. Johnson, and William H. Burr titled, ñFinancing 
Medical Education, Cumulative Debt, and the Social Psy-
chology of Precarity among Newcomers to a High-Status 
Profession (2022),ò at the Sociology of Health Professions 
Education Mini-conference hosted at the Eastern Sociolog-
ical Societyôs Annual Meeting. Boston, MA (virtual).  
 
Dr. Dana Garbarski completed her term as the Presi-
dent of the Midwest Association for Public Opinion Re-
search at the annual meeting November 2021. She and her 
colleagues presented 3 papers. In addition, she moderated 
a panel on the Cook County Community Survey, an inter-
disciplinary project with the Department of Political Sci-
ence.  
 
Dr. Paddy Gilger gave a joint presentation with Jose 
Casanova on public religion and global solidarity. Hosted 
by NSSRôs ñDemocracy Seminarò. Titled: "Public Reli-
gions and Global Solidarity: A Conversation Between Jose 
Casanova and Fr. Patrick Gilgerò, November 2021.  
 
Dr. Paddy Gilger was invited to give a presentation for 
ñRecovering Truth: Religion, Journalism, and Democracy 
in a Post-Truth Era,ò a Luce Seminar sponsored by Arizo-
na State Universityôs Center for Religion and Conflict, 
February 2022. 
 
Dr. Paddy Gilger was interviewed on the AMDG pod-
cast talking about Lent amidst a 2-year pandemic, March 
2022. Link:  https://soundcloud.com/jesuitconference/
gilger. 
 
Dr. Paddy Gilger  wrote an essay titled ñGlobal Public 
Religions in an Age of Crisisò forthcoming at Democracy 
Seminar, which will also be presented as a paper at 
the ñOn De-democratization and Democratic Innovationò 
Conference at NSSR, April 2022. 
 
Dr. Paddy Gilger wrote an essay titled ñWhatôs Reli-
gious about Wokenessò coming out in the April issue of 
America magazine. 
 
Dr. Paddy Gilger  wrote a paper titled "The Power of 
the Unfinished: Political Sociology for a Post-Secular 
Ageò to be presented at "Small Things, Deep Resonance: 
The Sociology of Jeffrey C. Goldfarbò Conference at 
NSSR, April 2022. 
 
Dr. Paddy Gilger  wrote a paper titled ñThe Powers of 
Publicity: Religious Innovation and Democratic Renova-

tion in a Secular Ageò presented at "A Quarter Century of 
Public Religionsò Conference at Georgetown, April 2022. 
 
Dr. Minwoo Jung published two articles: ñEmbracing 
the Nation: Strategic Deployment of Sexuality, Nation, 
and Citizenship in Singaporeò in The British Journal of 
Sociology and ñImagining Sovereign Futures: The Mar-
riage Equality Movement in Taiwanò in Social Movement 
Studies.  
  
Dr. Minwoo Jung was awarded the Faculty Fellowship 
in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SOTL) from 
the LUC Faculty Center for Ignatian Pedagogy. As a 
SOTL Faculty Fellow, he is conducting research on anti-
racist and decolonial pedagogical strategies for teaching 
globalization.  
  
Dr. Minwoo Jung presented his paper ñQuiet Politics: 
Queer Organizing in Corporate Singaporeò at the Sociolo-
gy Department of Northwestern Universityôs Ethnography 
Workshop in November 2021.  
  
Dr. Minwoo Jung served as an expert witness in a gen-
der-based asylum application from South Korea to Canada 
at the Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada in Janu-
ary 2022 (the refugee application was recently approved!).  
 
Dr. Minwoo Jung was awarded a Research Support 
Grant Competition for his project titled ñDecolonizing Hu-
man Rightsò from the LUC Office of Research Services.  
 
Dr. Kelly Moore is the lead co-editor, with Bruno 
Strasser of the University of Geneva, Switzerland, of a 
forthcoming special issue of the journal Engaging Science, 
Technology, and Society. Moore and Strasser coauthored 
an introductory essay, titled,  ñThe Shapes of Dissent: 
Masculinities, Protest, and Nuclear Expertise.ò    
 
Dr. Kelly Moore is second author, with Dr. Nathalia 
Hern§ndez Vidal (University of North Texas, USA), of 
"Seed Schools in Colombia and the Generative Character 
of Sociotechnical Dissent." In a forthcoming issue of En-
gaging Science, Technology, and Society.      
 
Dr. Rhys H. Williams recently published, ñReligionò ï a 
review essay ï in a review symposium on The Changing 
Dynamic of GovernmentïNonprofit Relationships, by 
Kirsten Grßnbjerg and Steve Rathgreb Smith. It appeared 
in the Nonprofit Policy Forum (online first 11-19-21) 
https://doi.org/10.1515/npf-2021-0057. 

 

 
5ǊΦ 9ƭŦǊƛŜŘŜ ²ŜŘŀƳ 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ {ŜƴƛƻǊ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜǊΦ 

5ǊΦ WǳŘǎƻƴ 9ǾŜǊƛǧ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ  
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ  
ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜƴǳǊŜΦ 

Congratulations ! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YV6BThLFRsg&list=PLa_euu8E9d-cX2XuK_BytT9oG1jKB-lAj&index=13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YV6BThLFRsg&list=PLa_euu8E9d-cX2XuK_BytT9oG1jKB-lAj&index=13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YV6BThLFRsg&list=PLa_euu8E9d-cX2XuK_BytT9oG1jKB-lAj&index=13
https://soundcloud.com/jesuitconference/gilger
https://soundcloud.com/jesuitconference/gilger
https://democracyseminar.newschool.org/essays/global-public-religions-in-an-age-of-crisis/
https://democracyseminar.newschool.org/essays/global-public-religions-in-an-age-of-crisis/
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2022/03/16/religion-woke-racial-justice-242568
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2022/03/16/religion-woke-racial-justice-242568
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1468-4446.12882
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1468-4446.12882
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1468-4446.12882
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14742837.2021.2010528
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14742837.2021.2010528
https://doi.org/10.1515/npf-2021-0057
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Greetings to all 
and happy 
spring! It's been 
very nice to be 
on campus for 
much of the 
year.  
 

Registration for fall courses 
will begin on Apr 4th. I will be 
hosting a Zoom Advising 
Open House the week prior to 
registration week (details 
forthcoming, Zoom link posted 
on the Majors Sakai site). Stu-
dents can ñstop by '' virtually 
at any point to ask questions, 
get permissions for SOCL 365, 
and discuss career options. 
Please make a point to drop by 
during our Advising Open 
House. 
 
I would also like to advise 
those of you early in the pro-
cess of fulfilling your sociolo-

gy major requirements to take 
a close look at our other 100-
level courses, our Tier II core 
courses. These courses count 
towards the major, are usually 
smaller in size than 101 sec-
tions, go more in-depth on par-
ticular substantive topics in 
sociology, and offer opportuni-
ties for closer faculty interac-
tion in the context of a class. 
These classes cover topics of 
broad interest including: race 
and ethnicity (SOCL 122), 
mass media (SOCL 123), ur-
ban sociology (SOCL 125), 
religion (SOCL 145), sex and 
gender (SOCL 171). Moreo-
ver, each of these classes equip 
students with a broad basis on 
substantive topics you are like-
ly to engage in subsequent 
elective courses. 
 
Last year, we began assigning 
students faculty advisers. 

Please be in touch with your 
adviser ahead of registration. 
If you are unsure who your ad-
viser is, please feel free to con-
tact me.  
 
Finally, we have good news to 
share! Two of our majors were 
recently selected as awardees 
from the College of Arts and 
Sciences.  Giselle Hernandez 
received a ñBuilding Commu-
nity Bridgesò award, and Liv 
Eidukat received a ñBuilding 
International Bridgesò award. 
 
Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions about the 
undergraduate program in so-
ciology, and best wishes for 
completing a productive spring 
semester! 

U N D E R G R A D U A T E  N E W S 

 

Liv Eidukat received one of the twelve 
inaugural "Building International Bridges" 
awards from the College of Arts and Sci-
ences that supports study abroad for juniors 
and seniors.  She is in Spain this semester.  
 
Giselle Hernandez received a 2021-2022 
Building Community Bridges Award from 
the College of Arts and Sciences. 
 
Lauren Mendoza will attend the School 
of Social Service Administration at the 
University of Chicago 

Last fall, Destiny Jacque was a part of the 
DC Program and interned on Capitol Hill 
for Congresswoman Susan Wild (PA-07). 
This semester, Destiny is currently working 
analyzing public opinion and attitudes to-
wards facial recognition technology for 
their sociology senior thesis. 
 
Chelsea Tirado will attend the University 
of Illinois Chicago advanced standing so-
cial work master's program.  She is 
"beyond excited" to begin coursework 
there.  

From Dr. Judson Everitt, Undergraduate Program Director 

Kudos and Announcements 
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ƳŀƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƳŜǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƨŀƛƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΣ ŜŀŎƘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
¦Φ{Φ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
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ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ ōŀǎƛŎ 
ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƧŀƛƭΦ   
 
! ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ {h/[ нмс ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ƻƴ 
!ǇǊƛƭ мнǘƘ ŀƴŘ мпǘƘ ŦƻǊ YƻƭōŜ IƻǳǎŜ Wŀƛƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ƛƴŎŀǊŎŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
/ƻƻƪ /ƻǳƴǘȅ WŀƛƭΦ 

 

 


