
Excellence Awards Ceremony
The ceremony will begin at 6:00 pm

A CELEBRATION OF STUDENTS' ACHIEVEMENT, SCHOLARSHIP, AND CREATIVE WORKS



Welcome

Adnan Aldaas and Nayeli Leal

Maroon & Gold Society Co-Chairs

M A R O O N  &  G O LD  SO CI E T Y  M E M B E R S



Thank You Student Jazz Trio

Joey Daso

Axel Juárez

Jude Ratajczak

LO Y O LA U NI V E RS I T Y  C H IC A G O



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

NEW INDUCTEES

2025 – 2026 Maroon & Gold Society

Dawud Aldaqaq

Deena Baki

Ben Bischof

Mehr Brar

DJ Brown

Ava Bryan

Falak Choudry

Aidan Crawford

Adam Daki

Daina Muslicic

Steven Pappas

Caleb Reese

Zachary Royster

Jetzemany Sánchez

Matthew Slattery

Rylie Steuer

Aasri Tulluri

Meghan Economos

Katrina Hoker

Sophie Hornberger

Kalika Ivaturi

Challis Lee

Larkin Lee

Alyssa Librizzi

Amélie Malone 



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Loyola University Chicago community acknowledges its 
location on the ancestral homelands of the Council of the Three 
Fires (the Ojibwa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi tribes). We recognize 
the tragic legacy of colonization and genocide that still impacts 
Native American lives today. As a Jesuit university, we recognize 
our responsibility to understand, teach, and respect the past and 
present realities of local Native Americans and their continued 
connection to this land.

Land Acknowledgement Statement



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

OPENING REFLECTION
Fr. Richard Salmi, S.J.

University Chaplain, Canonical Chaplain for Madonna della Strada Chapel

EXCELLENCE AWARDS CEREMONY



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

OPENING REMARKS
Shannon Howes, PhD

Director for Assessment, and Assistant to the Vice President for Student 
Development

EXCELLENCE AWARDS CEREMONY



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Will Rodriguez, PhD

Dean of Students, and Assistant Vice President for Student 
Development

THE STUDENT PROMISE AWARD



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

This special award was created to recognize students who have 
exemplified living out The Student Promise by demonstrating care 
for self, care for others, and care for the community. The students 
being recognized stepped up to take heroic action to assist a 
member of the Loyola community in an emergency situation during 
this academic year. 

PRESENTED BY: WILL RODRIGUEZ, PHD

 

The Student Promise Award



Clayton Harmonson  

THE STUDENT PROMISE AWARD

Award Recipient



Sofia Martinez

THE STUDENT PROMISE AWARD

Award Recipient



Nicole Matuszak

THE STUDENT PROMISE AWARD

Award Recipient



Jude Ratajczak 

THE STUDENT PROMISE AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Brian Day

Senior Associate Athletics Director, External Engagement

Barb Fahnstrom

Senior Vice President at PNC, Illinois

INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS AWARD



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The PNC Achiever award is presented to deserving 
student-athletes who display well-rounded achievement 
through leadership in the classroom, in the community, 
and in competition.

PRESENTED BY: BRIAN DAY & BARB FAHNSTROM

 

PNC Achiever



James Lawrence
PNC ACHIEVER AWARD

Co-Male Student Athlete

Parker Van Buren

Co-Male Student Athlete



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

As a graduate student on the Cross Country and Track team, James 
was named the Atlantic 10 Conference’s Most Outstanding Track 
Performer this indoor season after winning both the 3K and 5K titles at 
the conference championship. The indoor season also featured a 
broken 35-year school record in the 3K. During cross country season, 
James finished 3rd in the A10 championships, which helped the team 
finish second overall, and followed up this performance by collecting all-
region accolades with a 14th place finish in the 10K during the NCAA 
regional. To continue his outstanding season, James broke an outdoor 
program record last week with a sub-28-minute 10K finish.

PNC ACHIEVER AWARD – CO-MALE STUDENT ATHLETE

James Lawrence



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Parker has been a fixture of the Men’s Volleyball team for 5 years, 
being named AVCA First Team All-American in 2024 as well as 
MIVA Preseason Player of the Year this season. He currently leads 
the conference in service aces, points, and kills per set, which also 
ranks 5th in the country. Parker became the 14th Rambler to reach 
1,000 career kills and currently ranks 3rd in program history with 
1,522 and counting.

PNC ACHIEVER AWARD – CO-MALE STUDENT ATHLETE

Parker Van Buren



Bree Borum

PNC ACHIEVER AWARD

Female Student Athlete



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

As one of the Women’s Volleyball team captains, Bree finished her 
Rambler career with another dominant performance. This season, 
the south paw recorded four triple-doubles, bringing her career 
total to seven, and was named Atlantic 10 Conference Setter of the 
Year for the third season in a row. In total, Bree amassed over 500 
kills, 3100 assists, and 1000 digs during her 3-year tenure. She 
also led the team to the program’s first NCAA tournament victory 
over BYU this past season.

PNC ACHIEVER AWARD – FEMALE STUDENT ATHLETE

Bree Borum



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Martin Connell, S.J., Ph.D

Dean, Arrupe College​

David Keys​, M.A.T

Associate Dean for Student Success, Arrupe College

ARRUPE COLLEGE 2015 AWARD



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Arrupe College 2015 award is presented to a student who 
embodies the spirit of transformative education in our institution, 
who has used their gifts and talents to be successful, and who has 
contributed significantly to building and advancing the Arrupe 
College mission.

PRESENTED BY: FR. MARTIN CONNELL & DAVID KEYS​ 

 

Arrupe College 2015 Award



Angel Guillen

ARRUPE COLLEGE 2015 AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Angel’s dedication to community, education, and social justice sets 

him apart. Angel maintains an above average GPA while fostering 

belonging through his roles as a Math Fellow, Writing Fellow, and 

co-founding a Men's Faith Group, as well as through organizations 

such as Phi Theta Kappa and the Arrupe Business Society. In 

addition, he balances professional experience through his 

internship at UBS while serving as a Catering Assistant. Angel 

plans to pursue a bachelor's degree in finance with the aim of 

improving access to generational wealth and creating a more just 

world. 

ARRUPE COLLEGE 2015 AWARD

Angel Guillen



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Aaron Durnbaugh

Director, Office of Sustainability

SPIRIT OF LAUDATO SI’ AWARDS



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Spirit of Laudato Si’ Sustainability in Service award is 
presented to students for their efforts to implement sustainability 
on campus or in community.​

The Spirit of Laudato Si’ Sustainability in Learning award is 
presented to students for their efforts incorporating sustainability 
into their academic experience through research, publication, or 
coursework advancing sustainability knowledge.

PRESENTED BY:  AARON DURNBAUGH

 

Spirit of Laudato si’ Awards



Kayla MkandawireHarry Brooker

Allison Tamas Megan Wenner Brayden Woehrle

Jimmy MilasMichayla George

Scotty Monteith



Mireya FoucheRichard Begley

MacKenzie Michaels Madeline Palmquist Grace Rockenhauser

Sonya DexterMegan Bollinger

Max Henson



Scott Monteith

SUSTAINABILITY IN SERVICE AWARD

Undergraduate Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Scotty Monteith is committed to serving others and advancing 
environmental justice within our community. Through his work with 
the Food Recovery Network, he has provided meals for countless 
people while reducing food waste to protect our environment and 
climate. Scotty lives out the call of an Integral Ecology by taking 
time for contemplation and reflection and using that to fuel the 
good work he does for both people and the planet.  

SUSTAINABILITY IN SERVICE AWARD

Scotty Monteith



Kayla Mkandawire

SUSTAINABILITY IN LEARNING AWARD

Undergraduate Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

This nominee has demonstrated unwavering perseverance in their 
pursuit of neuroscience, using their academic journey to address 
the interconnectedness of human health, social justice, and 
environmental sustainability to consider health disparities and 
equitable access to mental health services.

SUSTAINABILITY IN LEARNING AWARD

Kayla Mkandawire



Mireya Fouche

SUSTAINABILITY IN SERVICE AWARD

Graduate Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Mireya Fouche is a current MBA student in the Baumhart Center of 
the Quinlan School of Business and the founder of One Heart One 
Soul and co-founder of the Monarch Thrift Shop. Through her 
work, she diverts 50,000 tons of clothing from landfills annually 
and supports underserved communities, showcasing the impact of 
values-driven leadership. Mireya is committed to creating a more 
just and sustainable future, drawing on global insights to inspire 
meaningful change in the local community.

SUSTAINABILITY IN SERVICE AWARD

Mireya Fouche



Madeline Palmquist

SUSTAINABILITY IN LEARNING AWARD

Graduate Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Madi Palmquist is a dedicated student, researcher, mentor, and 
collaborator across many critical issues facing the planet today as 
a Master’s Candidate in the School of Environmental 
Sustainability. She cares about the people and places around her 
and has used her time at Loyola to contribute meaningful research 
that incorporates sustainability, longevity, and resilience for all life 
on earth. 

SUSTAINABILITY IN LEARNING AWARD

Madeline Palmquist



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Omega Cruz​

Assistant Director, Employer Relations (Student Employment)

Hannah Lloyd 

Graduate Assistant, Career Services

STUDENT EMPLOYMENT AWARDS



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Arrupe Person for Others Award is presented to a student 
employee who clearly serves others with a passion.

PRESENTED BY: OMEGA CRUZ​ & HANNAH LLOYD 

 

Arrupe Person for Others Award​



Nusrat Kabir 
Tutoring Chicago

ARRUPE PERSON FOR OTHERS AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Nusrat is an exceptional coordinator who consistently goes above 
and beyond in her role, demonstrating deep care and commitment 
to the nearly 120 pairs she works with every week. She is known 
for her remarkable flexibility, accommodation, and professionalism 
in every aspect of her work. One of Nusrat’s standout qualities is 
her ability to adapt to the unique needs of each individual she 
works with. Nusrat’s genuine care for the people she works with is 
truly inspiring.

ARRUPE PERSON FOR OTHERS AWARD

Nusrat Kabir 



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Cura Apostolica (person for the institution) award is presented 
to a student employee who has demonstrated considerable care in 
their work tasks, commitment and attitude in promoting, developing 
and supporting the organization or institution where they are 
employed.

PRESENTED BY: OMEGA CRUZ​ & HANNAH LLOYD

 

Cura Apostolica Award



Blairlanee Bowden
Study Abroad Office

CURA APOSTOLICA AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

During her time within our office, Blair became known as our 
behind-the-scenes superstar. Blair really shined with the amount of 
care, detail, and commitment to ensuring the operations of our 
office. Blair can do it all – the high-touch student facing work, but 
also the more behind the scenes admin work that our office 
requires to serve the student body. Blair has such a great work 
ethic, and she also has such a positive attitude. She is truly a kind, 
loving, person and deserves to be celebrated.

CURA APOSTOLICA AWARD

Blairlanee Bowden



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Ignatian Spirit award is presented to the team or staff of 
employees who work with passion and dedication as if they live 
each day to “go forth and set the world on fire.”

PRESENTED BY: OMEGA CRUZ​ & HANNAH LLYOD

 

Ignatian Spirit Award



Matthew Edejer & 
Victoria Nolte 
Campus Recreation

IGNATIAN SPIRIT AWARD

Award Recipients



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Matthew and Tori exemplify what it means to “go forth and set the 
world on fire” every day. They both have a strong work ethic, are 
passionate about serving the Loyola student body, and believe in 
the importance of creating a positive and inclusive environment for 
Sport Programs participants. We are so lucky to have them as 
student employees in Campus Recreation. They truly left their 
mark on Loyola University Campus Recreation. 

IGNATIAN SPIRIT AWARD

Matthew Edejer  & Victoria Nolte



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Core Element award is presented to students for their service 
and contributions to the Loyola community.

PRESENTED BY: OMEGA CRUZ​ & HANNAH LLYOD

 

Core Element Award



Matthew Edejer 
Campus Recreation

CORE ELEMENT AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Matthew’s dedication, initiative, and leadership are unparalleled. 
Without him, Loyola’s Intramural Sports program would have been 
in a rebuilding phase. Instead, he ensured it flourished. His ability 
to lead, problem-solve, and support his peers while balancing 
academics and responsibilities is truly commendable. His 
dedication, leadership, and problem-solving skills have not only 
kept the program running smoothly but have also contributed to its 
growth and success. 

CORE ELEMENT AWARD

Matthew Edejer 



Giulianna Larson 
Forging Opportunities for Refugees in America

CORE ELEMENT AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Giulianna became the first Loyola student and youngest person 
hired as core staff member at FORA. She took our volunteer 
recruitment effort from a group of only ten volunteers to more than 
250 volunteers in any given month. She not only recruits, screens, 
and conducts the background checks for all volunteers, but she 
supervises them daily. Her organizational skills and her social-
emotional "people" skills are extraordinary. Furthermore, she 
created an outreach recruiting network that is second to none: 
creating deep and lasting relationships.

CORE ELEMENT AWARD

Giulianna Larson 



Drew Patterson 
Student Accessibility Center

CORE ELEMENT AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Drew is a pillar in our office. Drew is a fun person and someone 
easy to get along with. He brings a warmth to the office and is a joy 
to work with. Our team is very collaborative and will often ask for 
other's thoughts and advice when tackling a problem. Drew has 
been part of conversations to find solutions. I've seen how his 
communication and leadership skills have grown while he has 
worked with our office.

CORE ELEMENT AWARD

Drew Patterson 



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Student Employee of the Year award is presented to one 
student employee for their outstanding contributions, 
achievements, and their positive impact on the university.

PRESENTED BY: OMEGA CRUZ​ & HANNAH LLYOD

 

Student Employee of the Year Award



Giulianna Larson 
Forging Opportunities for Refugees in America

STUDENT EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 
AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Gem award is presented to student employment supervisors 
for their service and contributions to the Student Employment 
program.

PRESENTED BY: OMEGA CRUZ​ & HANNAH LLYOD

 

Gem Award 



Annie Keller 
New Student Programs 

GEM AWARD 

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Annie is the greatest mentor, and I have never felt more supported 
in my personal and professional experience. Annie gently pushed 
us out of our comfort zones based on goals we created and 
checked in on those goals throughout the year. She gave us the 
freedom to create and execute our own projects, helping me feel 
confident in my ability to do so. Annie is the ultimate team player, 
and her consistent support and check-ins motivated everyone to 
do their best, while simultaneously balancing the need to hold 
people accountable.

GEM AWARD 

Annie Keller 



Callie Powers 
The Wellness Center

GEM AWARD 

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Callie creates a positive work environment by recognizing 
strengths and motivating her team to reach their full potential. She 
consistently offers words of encouragement, constructive 
feedback, and recognition for accomplishments, ensuring that 
student employees feel valued and empowered. Her positivity is 
contagious, making the workplace more enjoyable and fostering a 
sense of teamwork. 

GEM AWARD 

Callie Powers 



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Student Employee Supervisor of the Year award is presented 
to one supervisor who exemplifies mentoring, professionalism, 
leadership, and commitment to developing our student 
employees.

PRESENTED BY: OMEGA CRUZ​ & HANNAH LLYOD

 

Student Employment Supervisor of the Year



Willie Andrew Gore 
Student Rights, Responsibilities & Conflict 
Resolution 

STUDENT EMPLOYMENT SUPERVISOR OF 
THE YEAR  

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

I struggle to articulate how much a safe space Willie makes the 
office. He leads with empathy, respect, and integrity, and genuinely 
cares for each student. He prioritizes equity and community. 
Willie’s vulnerability is his strength, and he leads by example. 
Willie prioritizes transparency in everything he does. Willie utilizes 
students’ talents in the office to involve their passions in their work. 
He also challenges students to go beyond their comfort zone on 
projects.

STUDENT EMPLOYMENT SUPERVISOR OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Willie Andrew Gore 



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

James Thomas

Director

Center for Diversity and Inclusion

DIVERSITY AWARDS



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The CDI Emerging Leader award is presented to a first- or second-
year undergraduate student who has motivated other members of 
the University to strive for excellence.​

This individual embraces diversity and serving humanity through 
learning, justice, and faith. Not only is this individual constantly 
working to better themselves, but they are also dedicated to the 
growth of their peers.

PRESENTED BY: JAMES THOMAS

 

CDI Emerging Leader Award



Fatimah Alawami

CDI EMERGING LEADER AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Fatimah is a political science major and dance minor. She is a 
well-rounded individual, involved in an internship program through 
Loyola University’s CELTS department, assigned to FORA 
(Forging Opportunities for Refugees in America), a nonprofit 
organization fighting for educational justice for refugee students. 
Outside of classes, Fatimah serves as a tutor, content creator, 
marketing agent, who also performs administrative work, and 
writes blogs. She was awarded a $4000 scholarship, and has 
worked 250-275 hours for the school year, while also serving as 
RAI Idealist within CDI. Taking initiative is one of her best qualities. 

CDI EMERGING LEADER AWARD

Fatimah Alawami



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The CDI Social Justice in Action award is presented to a current 
Loyola undergraduate, graduate/professional, or Arrupe College 
student who has demonstrated leadership in assisting the University 
in responding to its commitment to diversity. ​

This student has worked to develop a university community that 
appreciates and respects all facets of diversity. This student’s 
leadership initiatives are in the forefront of exploring issues regarding 
diversity and they are actively working to expand their knowledge in 
the service of humanity through learning, justice, and faith.

PRESENTED BY: JAMES THOMAS

 

CDI Social Justice in Action Award



DJ Brown

CDI SOCIAL JUSTICE IN ACTION AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

DJ Brown is a rising senior, studying Bioinformatics. DJ was a 
mentee of Brothers for Excellence, before becoming a mentor in 
B4E, serving his peers tirelessly. Currently DJ is a part of 
leadership for the Rambler Brotherhood Project, further developing 
programs that support MOC at Loyola. DJ works in the Office of 
the Dean of Students, implementing restorative justice practices in 
the Loyola community. DJ dedicates himself to service by regularly 
volunteering with young Black men on Chicago's Southside. DJ 
embodies the Jesuit mission of Loyola, and empowers Social 
justice throughout his communities.

CDI SOCIAL JUSTICE IN ACTION AWARD

DJ Brown



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The CDI Father Pedro Arrupe award is presented to a 
graduate/professional student that has made an outstanding 
contribution to their department, to students, and the Loyola 
community. 

This individual has promoted diversity, equity, and inclusion and 
found an appropriate balance between their educational goals and 
the desires to help underrepresented population/community 
succeed.

PRESENTED BY: JAMES THOMAS

 

CDI Father Arrupe Award



Julie Szamocki

CDI FATHER ARRUPE AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Julie Szamocki is a doctoral candidate in the Sociology 
Department with a focus on Social Movements. Being involved in 
graduate student leadership, course instruction, research, and in 
addition to being a Community Organizer in the city of Chicago, 
Julie has immense dedication to community, social justice, and 
continuing the fight to make a better tomorrow with wit, intellect, 
and an unyielding sense of humor.

CDI FATHER ARRUPE AWARD

Julie Szamocki



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The CDI Community and Solidarity Award recognizes an 
active registered or sponsored student organization that has shown 
exemplary commitment to the University community and has made 
a great effort to provide underrepresented students with a 
supplemental source of support. This organization is a role model 
for any group working with and serving underrepresented 
students.  

PRESENTED BY: JAMES THOMAS

 

CDI Community and Solidarity Award



Black Graduate 
Student Alliance

CDI COMMUNITY AND SOLIDARITY AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Black Graduate Student Alliance (BGSA) fosters an inclusive 
space for Black graduate and professional students across all 
campuses. Through networking events, social gatherings, and 
professional development workshops, BGSA enhances the 
graduate experience while promoting Jesuit values of equity and 
cura personalis. Notable initiatives include Black Graduate Student 
Mixers, which encourage cross-campus connections, and 
Empowerment Dinners, where students gain wisdom from 
accomplished Black professionals. BGSA’s impact is evident in its 
growing membership and commitment to creating a supportive 
academic and social environment.

CDI COMMUNITY AND SOLIDARITY AWARD

Black Graduate Student Alliance



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Transformative Educator Award recognizes a faculty member 
who has demonstrated a commitment to student development and 
has gone beyond their administrative role to address the needs 
and concerns of underrepresented students. This individual 
provides students with the opportunities to explore issues 
regarding diversity, identity development, multicultural education, 
social justice, and leadership initiatives. This ultimately enhances 
the retention, matriculation, and success of historically 
underrepresented students.

PRESENTED BY: JAMES THOMAS

 

CDI Transformative Educator Award



Marlene Brito-
Millán, Ph.D.

CDI TRANSFORMATIVE EDUCATOR AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Professor Marlene Brito-Millán is an incredible educator in the School of 
Environmental Sustainability. She creates inclusive and supportive learning 
environments for her students which allow for engaging discussion and 
unique perspectives. She brings a unique perspective to the department 
through her experiences working with indigenous communities in México, 
being a founder of the Center for Interdisciplinary Environmental Justice, and 
her commitment to decolonial, feminist, and climate justice movements. She 
continues to contribute immeasurably to the environmental science 
community at Loyola through her expertise and kindness. She exemplifies 
transformative leadership and education each and every day.

CDI TRANSFORMATIVE EDUCATOR AWARD

Marlene Brito-Millán, Ph.D.



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The CDI Lifelong Commitment to Justice award is presented to 
a professional staff member who has shown a strong commitment 
to student development, and has gone beyond their administrative 
role to address the needs and concerns of underrepresented 
students.

PRESENTED BY: JAMES THOMAS

 

CDI Lifelong Commitment to Justice Award



Isabel Tamas

CDI LIFELONG COMMITMENT TO JUSTICE 
AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

As a program manager in Loyola’s Office of Institutional Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion, Isabel has been instrumental in fostering 
belonging and development for students, staff, and faculty alike. 
Her exceptional partnerships with campus organizations have 
anchored meaningful heritage month celebrations, ensuring 
underrepresented voices are uplifted. Isabel’s dedication goes 
beyond her role—she actively creates spaces where all feel valued 
and heard, making a lasting impact on Loyola’s commitment to 
justice and student development. Cura personalis in action! 

CDI LIFELONG COMMITMENT TO JUSTICE AWARD

Isabel Tamas



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Analise Wackrow

Graduate, Professional, & Adult Student Life

MacKenzie Rotherham

Graduate, Professional, & Adult Student Life

GRADUATE, PROFESSIONAL, & ADULT 
STUDENT AWARDS



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Outstanding Student Leader award is presented to a 
graduate, professional, or adult student who has demonstrated 
a commitment to engagement with their fellow students through 
leadership. They have transcended the duties of their role and 
embodied the principles of Magis.

PRESENTED BY: ANALISE WACKROW AND MACKENZIE ROTHERHAM

Outstanding Student Leader Award



Caitlin Osei

OUTSTANDING STUDENT LEADER

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

As a social impact qualitative researcher with 3 years of experience, she 
specializes in addressing sustainability and equity challenges through data-
driven insights and strategic action. In her role as Graduate Researcher at 
Loyola University Chicago, she works across three areas in corporate 
responsibility, racial justice, and economic development, including a $625,000 
SBA grant initiative supporting minority-owned businesses. Her work 
enhances the understanding of systemic challenges, equipping decision-
makers with data-backed insights, and reduces operational risks. By 
effectively communicating with stakeholders, she facilitates decisive, well-
informed actions. Committed to sustainability and social justice, she aims to 
advance equitable and inclusive solutions.

OUTSTANDING STUDENT LEADER AWARD

Caitlin Osei



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Outstanding Graduate, Professional, & Adult Student 
Organization award recognizes a student organization that is either 
a graduate student organization or a student organization with 
majority Graduate, Professional, & Adult students that promotes 
and embodies the organization’s mission and has shown a 
commitment to the university’s mission.

PRESENTED BY: ANALISE WACKROW AND MACKENZIE ROTHERHAM

Outstanding Graduate, Professional, & 
Adult Student Organization Award



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Asian Pacific American Law Students Association (APALSA)

Black Graduate Student Alliance (BGSA)

History Graduate Student Association (HGSA)

Trust & Estate Law Society

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE, PROFESSIONAL, 

& ADULT STUDENT ORGANIZATION AWARD



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Trust and Estate Law Society creates a community of students 
interested in practicing in trust and estate law post-graduation. The 
Law Society has set out to provide an awareness of how trust and 
estate law is a people first practice area. Attorneys practicing in 
this area are often a first point of contact helping families who are 
living some of life’s most difficult moments. This year the law 
society has sparked interest among students and provided various 
opportunities to learn and network with the community of practicing 
Trust & Estate attorneys.

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE, PROFESSIONAL, & ADULT STUDENT ORGANIZATION AWARD

Trust & Estate Law Society
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The Outstanding Graduate, Professional, & Adult Program of the 
Year award recognizes a group or student organization that has 
produced an outstanding program, event, or lecture that made a 
significant contribution to the Loyola University Chicago 
community.

PRESENTED BY: ANALISE WACKROW AND MACKENZIE ROTHERHAM

Outstanding Graduate, Professional, & 
Adult Program of the Year Award



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Asian Pacific American Law Students Association (APALSA)

• Career Development Forum

Black Graduate Student Alliance (BGSA)

• Black Graduate Student Mixers and Empowerment Dinners

History Graduate Student Association (HGSA)

• The Lakefront Historian and Graduate Student Conference

Trust & Estate Law Society

• Chicago Estate Planning Council Luncheons

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE, PROFESSIONAL, 

& ADULT PROGRAM OF THE YEAR AWARD
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In October 2024, The Asian Pacific American Law Students 
Association hosted their Career Development Forum, which 
highlighted local Asian attorneys from different practice areas and 
allowed students to network with attorneys in their desired practice 
areas. APALSA has also hosted several social events, as well as 
hosted a headshot fundraiser event in November 2024 that raised 
over $400 total for several charities. Through its many social, 
professional, and charitable endeavors, APALSA demonstrates 
Loyola's commitment to service for the poor, fellow students, and 
the Chicago legal community as a whole.

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE, PROFESSIONAL, & ADULT PROGRAM OF THE YEAR AWARD

The Asian Pacific American Law Students 
Association, Career Development Forum
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Shannon Howes, PhD

Director for Assessment, & Assistant to the Vice President for the Division of 
Student Development

Astrid Beltrán​, MA

Assistant Vice President for Diversity & Student Engagement​

Will Rodriguez, PhD​

Assistant Vice President & Dean of Students

DAMEN AWARD



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

The Damen award is presented to individuals who have been a 
source of inspiration to the Loyola community in the ways they 
have committed themselves to our Jesuit ideals.

Recipients exemplify leadership in the community, live their lives in 
the spirit of Loyola, and light the way for other students to follow.

PRESENTED BY: SHANNON HOWES, PHD, ASTRID BELTRÁN, AND WILL RODRIGUEZ, PHD

Damen Award



Adnan Aldaas

DAMEN AWARD

Award Recipient
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A senior Finance major, Adnan Aldaas champions mentorship in 
the Quinlan Business Honors Program. As Chief Health and 
Wellness Officer in Student Government, he has led initiatives 
improving campus safety and sustainability. Adnan helped with 
record-breaking philanthropic efforts as Co-President of UNICEF 
Loyola. Balancing leadership with professional excellence, he also 
works at Morgan Stanley, and is Co-Chair of the Maroon and Gold 
Society.

DAMEN AWARD

Adnan Aldaas



Colette Benoit 

DAMEN AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Colette Benoit is a graduating senior in Bilingual/Bicultural 
Education, and a student teacher at Bateman Elementary. She has 
been a Loyola4Chicago site leader with Chicago HOPES for Kids, 
a Mission Integration student worker, a Welcome Week Leader, an 
Orientation Leader and an intern for Orientation Programming. Her 
impact spans campus and community, ensuring meaningful 
service and inclusive programming.

DAMEN AWARD

Colette Benoit 



Isabel Irene Chavez

DAMEN AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Nominated by three people, Isabel Chavez is a senior Public 
Health student who is dedicated to the promotion of wellness, and 
health equity. As a Wellness Wolfpack Peer Health Educator at the 
Wellness Center, she has led efforts to educate peers on nutrition 
and well-being. She has mentored students through the STARS 
(Students Together Are Reaching Success) program, fosters 
community as Co-Founder of the Crochet & Knit Club, and 
advances professional engagement in the Mujeres en Medicina 
organization.

DAMEN AWARD

Isabel Irene Chavez



Vincent DeStazio

DAMEN AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Vincent DeStazio is a senior Mathematics major, as well as a 
student of Arabic. As a Co-Leader of a Christian Life Community 
faith-sharing group, a Campus Ministry retreat leader, a Hank 
Center intern, and member of the Taizé Evening Prayer Choir, he 
fosters intellectual and spiritual growth, and supports collaborative 
cultural engagement. His work in the Math & Stats Club highlights 
his commitment to academic excellence.

DAMEN AWARD

Vincent DeStazio



Kathleen Grasz

DAMEN AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Kathleen Grasz is a senior Nursing student. As Junior Class 
Secretary of the Nursing Student Council and Class 
Representative for the Student Nurses Association of Illinois at 
Loyola (SNAI-L), she fosters community and professional growth 
among nursing students. She mentors peers, and organizes 
service events in the Acute Care Nursing Scholars Program. 
Kathleen is also a Dean’s List student, Alpha Sigma Nu honor 
society member, and a Building Manager at the Halas Recreation 
Center.

DAMEN AWARD

Kathleen Grasz



Anton W. Jahn-Vavrus

DAMEN AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Anton Jahn-Vavrus is a senior studying Sociology. As a Lead 
Conflict Resolution Liaison working with the Student Rights, 
Responsibilities, and Conflict Resolution team, he fostered healing 
and accountability. He has served as President of the Rambler 
Brotherhood Project, a representative on the Vice President’s 
Student Advisory Council, a Maroon and Gold Society Co-Chair, 
Personal Trainer and Meditation Instructor at the Halas Recreation 
Center. A volunteer with Kolbe House Ministry, Anton exemplifies 
community engagement.

DAMEN AWARD

Anton W. Jahn-Vavrus



Giulianna Larson

DAMEN AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Giulianna Larson is senior studying Multimedia Journalism. As Co-
President of the Loyola Refugee Coalition and Chief Outreach 
Officer at Forging Opportunities for Refugees in America, she 
coordinates support for refugees and asylum seekers. Her 
multilingual skills and journalism background support her reporting 
with the university’s student newspaper, The Phoenix. She also is 
the Outreach Officer for LUC Thaakat, a student group that 
partners with a non-profit organization that addresses 
humanitarian crises.

DAMEN AWARD

Giulianna Larson



Nayeli Leal

DAMEN AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

A senior, Nayeli Leal is majoring in English and Philosophy. As a 
Loyola4Chicago Group Leader, she supports immigrants at Centro 
Romero. She has presented on imposter syndrome at the National 
Jesuit Student Leadership Conference, and mentors peers as a 
Lead Tutor at the Writing Center. As a leader in Campus Ministry’s 
Ignite Justice Retreat, Nayeli has created spaces for reflection, 
advocacy, and meaningful dialogue. As a Co-Chair of the Maroon 
and Gold Society she exemplifies leadership.

DAMEN AWARD

Nayeli Leal



Scotty Monteith

DAMEN AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Scotty Monteith is a senior, and an Environmental Policy major. As 
Co-President of the Food Recovery Network, and volunteer at A 
Just Harvest, he has expanded food sustainability efforts on 
campus and helped to address food insecurity. He promotes civic 
engagement as President of the Inside Government organization, 
and supports veterans as a coordinator for Military Veteran 
Student Services. Through the Ignatian Family Teach-In for 
Justice, he has advocated for issues on Capitol Hill.

DAMEN AWARD

Scotty Monteith



Vir Trivedi

DAMEN AWARD

Award Recipient



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Vir Trivedi is senior and a Bioinformatics major. As a student leader 
at Community Service and Actions’ St. Thomas of Canterbury 
Soup Kitchen Program, he fosters reflection on social justice while 
addressing food insecurity. He has served as President of the 
Indian Student Association, a Student Community Board Member, 
and a Mulcahy Fellow in the Wheeler Lab. Vir was inducted into 
the Maroon and Gold Society and has committed to a year of 
service with Bon Secours Volunteer Ministry.

DAMEN AWARD

Vir Trivedi
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CLOSING REMARKS
Astrid Beltrán , MA

Assistant Vice President for Diversity and Student Engagement 

EXCELLENCE AWARDS CEREMONY



LO Y O LA  UN I V ER S I T Y  C H IC A G O

Campus Climate Survey

In order to strengthen its 
commitment to fostering a 
welcoming, inclusive campus, 
Loyola is gathering insights on 
the experiences of students, 
faculty, and staff. As a thank-
you, students can enter a 
drawing for a $50 Visa gift card 
(with estimated odds of winning 
at 1:289 for students). Your 
feedback will help shape a 
campus community that reflects 
Loyola’s mission and values.

PLEASE PARTICIPATE BY APRIL 18



Excellence Awards Committee

• Omega Cruz (Career Services)​

• Aaron Durnbaugh (Office of Sustainability)​

• Shannon Howes (Student Development)​

• David Keys (Arrupe College)​

• MacKenzie Rotherham (Center for Student Engagement)​

• Kristen Wilkinson (Athletics)​

• James Thomas (Center for Diversity & Inclusion)​



Special Thank You

• Aramark

• Campus Reservations​

• Student Complex​

• Urban Agriculture Program



LUC.edu/excellenceawards

excellenceawards@LUC.edu

Congratulations!
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