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MICHAEL PATRICK MURPHY 

925.817.8447 ~ mpmurph@yahoo.com 
 

EDUCATION 
 

 

Ph.D. Interdisciplinary Studies: Theology, Philosophy, and Literature, Graduate 
Theological Union, Berkeley, CA (2005) 

Dissertation: Hans Urs von Balthasar and Narrative Art: A Compass for a Catholic 
Imagination 
Committee: Alejandro Garcia Rivera, Graduate Theological Union (Chair); Albert Gelpi, 
Stanford University; Richard Gula, Graduate Theological Union 

 
M.A. English Literature, San Francisco State University (1993) 

Thesis: Flannery O’Connor: From Paradox to Mystery 
Committee: Michael Krasny, San Francisco State University (Chair); Erasmo Leiva- 
Merikakis, University of San Francisco 

 
B.A. English Literature, University of San Francisco (1990) 

Certificate: Undergraduate Great Books/Liberal Arts Institute 
Oxford University: Coursework in English Literature; Medieval/Renaissance 
Studies 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

 

2012 – pres. Loyola University Chicago 

Director, The Hank Center for the Catholic Intellectual Heritage 
(2017-present; Associate Director, 2013-2017) 
Director, Catholic Studies Interdisciplinary Program (2012-2021) 

Senior Lecturer, Department of Theology  

 

 Created and directed various programming (colloquia, symposia, conferences, etc.) 
for university Center of Excellence 

 Managed budget for $12.3M annual endowment 

 Directed and managed faculty grants for research projects and seminars 

 Directed grants and projects for LUROP (Loyola Undergraduate Research 
Opportunities Program) 

 Taught various core courses in Catholic Studies, Theology, Literature, Ignatian 
Studies utilizing both traditional and online platforms 

 Led Catholic Studies academic program of 50+ undergraduate students. Created and 
developed curricula; advised students in their academic programming 

 Hired, mentored, and supervised staff 

 Served as curriculum co-creator and convener/presenter, Faculty Seminar, All 
Things Ignatian: Catholic Intellectual Life and the Common Good, a Strategic LUC Plan 
2020 initiative 

 Founded and executed annual John Courtney Murray SJ Forum 

 

mailto:mpmurph@yahoo.com
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 Sat on Dean’s College Leadership Council 

 Served on LUC Mission Integration Team  

 Sat on Ignatian Mission Partner Council 

 Presented at President’s and Provost’s leadership retreats and AJCU meetings 

 Served as Faculty Representative, Student Development & Success Committee of the 
LUC Board of Trustees 

 Secured $600,000 Lilly Endowment grant and sat on organizing committee for 
THEA Institute (Theology of Healing Earth in Action Lilly Endowment theology 
institutes)  

 Raised funds (and friends) for Joan and Bill Hank Center for Catholic Intellectual 
Heritage 

 Organized and led students retreats for both Catholic Studies Minor and CATH 296 
Engaged Learning course 

 Represented Loyola University Chicago in multiple media venues 
  

2011 – 2012  St. Mary’s College of California, Moraga, California 

 Lecturer, Department of Theology and Religious Studies 
 

2003 – 2011 University of San Francisco 

Adjunct Faculty, School of Management 
Adjunct Faculty, School of Education, Institute for Catholic Educational Leadership 

 

2007 – 2011  School of Pastoral Ministry, Diocese of Oakland 

Instructor, Vatican II Studies 
 

1994-2012 Carondelet High School, Concord, California 

Chair, English Department (2004–2006; 2010-2012) 

Instructor of English and Religious Studies; Campus Ministry Associate 

 
COURSES TAUGHT 

 

 

Graduate 
Methods and Materials of Religious Education (USF) 
Sacraments and Liturgy (USF) 
Issues in Religious Education (USF) 
Directed Study in Leadership (USF) 

Undergraduate 
Theology, Arts, and Literatures (LUC)  
Ethical Systems, Moral Discernment, and the Literary Imagination:  
Honors Capstone in Moral Responsibility (LUC) 
From Renaissance to Modernity: Honors 101 (with Discussion Section) 
Christian Marriage (LUC) 

Religion and Literature (LUC) 
All Things Ignatian: Living and Learning in the Jesuit Tradition (LUC) Loyola’s 
Mission: Ignatian Traditions (LUC) 
Introduction to Christian Theology (LUC) The Sacraments (LUC) 
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From Hobbits to Hogwarts: Religion, Literature, and the British Imagination (LUC Study Abroad: 
Oxford, UK) 
Doors to the Sacred: The Sacramental Principle in Catholic Thought & Action (St. Mary’s College, CA) 
Social Ethics (USF) 

 
TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS 

 

 
1999 University of California, Berkeley 

Assisted Professor George Starr, “The English Novel: 1700-1850” 

1999, 2000 University of San Francisco, San Francisco 
Assisted Dr. Marcella Fox, “The Spirituality of the Educator” 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

 

Books 

A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2008 

The Humane Realists: Catholic Fiction, Poetry, and Film 1965-2015 (in preparation) 

Edited Volumes 

this need to dance/this need to kneel: Denise Levertov and the Poetics of Faith Eugene: Wipf and Stock, 
2019. 

Both/And: An American Catholic Reader—from Flannery O’Connor to Ross Douthat (under review at 
Ave Maria Press) 

Voices in the Time of Francis: New Conversations in Theology (in preparation) 

Book Chapters 
"Panem et Circenses: Michel Houellebecq, Submission, and the Liturgies of Spiritual Exhaustion" in The 

Call of Literature (Forthcoming from Routledge in 2024) 

“Childhood and the Terrain of Transformation: A Tale of Two O’ Connors” in Living Life to the Full: 
Literature and a Catholic Philosophy of Life, David Torevell, ed., Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars, 2021. 

“‘for flesh to make known’: Poetry as an Act of Faith” volume introduction to this need to dance/this 
need to kneel: Denise Levertov and the Poetics of Faith, M. Murphy and M. Bradshaw, eds., Eugene: 
Wipf and Stock, 2019. 

“Fragile Beauty: Tension and Transcendence in Denise Levertov’s Eco-Theological Poetics” in this need 
to dance/this need to kneel: Denise Levertov and the Poetics of Faith, M. Murphy and M. Bradshaw, eds., 
Eugene: Wipf and Stock, 2019. 

“Breaking Bodies: Flannery O’Connor and the Aesthetics of Consecration” in Revelation & Convergence: 
Flannery O’Connor and Her Catholic Heritage, M. Bosco and B. Little, eds., Washington DC: Catholic 
University Press, 2017 

“Hanging (onto) Words: Language, Religion and Spirituality in The Handmaid’s Tale,” J. Brooks 
Bouson, ed., in Critical Insights: Margaret Atwood, New York: Ebsco/Salem Press, 2012 

Book Introduction 

“Tantrum Ergo: Fury Destroys the World” a theological introduction to the reissue of Robert Hugh 
Benson’s Lord of the World, Notre Dame: Ave Maria Press, 2016 
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Book Content Consultant 

Maria Morreale, Pope Francis: A True Book. Scholastic Press, 2016 

Book Proof Editor 

Bernard Schweizer, The Horrible Godhead. Oxford University Press, 2010 

Alejandro Garcia-Rivera, A Wounded Innocence: Sketches for a Theology of Art. Liturgical Press, 2003 

Selected Articles, Book Reviews, and Occasional Texts 

“Cultivating Catholic Studies and Charism through Co-Curricular Programs: The Annual John 
Courtney Murray, S.J., Forum @LUC,” in Logos: A Journal of Catholic Thought and Culture, 
McKenzie and Sherry, eds., Volume 26, Number 5 (August, 2023). 

“A look inside the Vatican meeting that brought Pope Francis and Martin Scorsese together,” 
America, 6/8/2023. 

“Apocalypse Now? Yes, Please: Notes on Navigating the Digital Revolution,” in Nexus: 
Conversations on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, Vukov and Burns, eds. Volume 2 (May, 
2023). 

“You are What You Eat: St. Ignatius and Doing Advent Right,” in Heroes of the Ignatian 
Tradition, The Jesuit Conference, 11/30/2022 

“Response: Innovate in Tradition,” Dialogue on Mission Drift in Catholic Higher Education in 
Conversations in Jesuit Higher Education, 2/9/2022 

“Houellebecq's Cautionary Tale About Liturgy Gone Awry,” in Church Life Journal, University of 
Notre Dame, 6/20/2021 

“Laudato Sí and a Shared Future,” podcast interview for Religica Theolab, Seattle University, 
5/24/2021. 

“College Basketball and the both/and of Catholic Education,” National Catholic Reporter, 
3/27/2021 

“Like the Dewfall, by John F. Deane,” Book Review Essay, in Presence Journal, spring, 2021  

“‘The Present Eye’: Digital Cultures, the Internet of Citizenship, and the Body of Christ” invited 
and under consideration at the Journal of Catholic Higher Education for a special issue on the 
Catholic Intellectual tradition as transformative power in 21st C. Catholic higher ed. 

“The Fury that Destroys the World,” in Church Life Journal, University of Notre Dame, 5/28/2020  

“What is the Catholic Imagination?” in Church Life Journal, University of Notre Dame, 6/20/2019  

“Dear Pilgrims, by John F. Deane,” Book Review Essay, in Presence, spring, 2019 

“A Prayer Journal, by Flannery O’Connor,” Book Review Essay, The Chesterton Review, vol XLIV, 
Nos 1 and 2, Spring/Summer, 2018 

“What Loyola’s Final Four run can teach us about Catholic schools and sports,” America, 4/3/2018 

“Poetry, Place, and Prophecy: An Interview with John F. Deane” in Presence, spring, 2018 (and 
republished by permission in Poetry Daily) 

“The Prince of This World by Adam Kotsko,” Book Review Essay, Reading Religion (AAR), June, 
2017 http://readingreligion.org/books/prince-world 

“A Spirituality of Citizenship: Cultivating the Ignatian Charism for Dialogue,” Conversations in Jesuit 
Higher Education, spring 2017 

“Status Update: Unpacking Mark Zuckerberg’s Religious Turn,” The Huffington Post, 1/17/17 

https://www.americamagazine.org/arts-culture/2023/06/08/rome-catholic-imagination-scorsese-pope-francis-245452
https://www.jesuits.org/stories/advent-ignatian-heroes-ignatius-loyola/
http://www.conversationsmagazine.org/columns/2022/2/9/in-response-innovate-in-the-catholic-tradition
https://churchlifejournal.nd.edu/articles/houellebecqs-cautionary-tale-about-liturgy-gone-awry/
https://religica.org/podcast-laudato-si-and-a-shared-future/
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/college-basketball-and-bothand-catholic-education
https://churchlifejournal.nd.edu/articles/fury-destroys-the-world/
https://churchlifejournal.nd.edu/articles/what-is-the-catholic-imagination/
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2018/04/03/what-loyolas-final-four-run-can-teach-us-about-catholic-schools-and
http://poems.com/special_features/prose/essay_deane_murphy.php
http://readingreligion.org/books/prince-world
http://www.conversationsmagazine.org/web-features/2017/1/10/a-spirituality-of-citizenship-cultivating-the-ignatian-charism-of-dialogue?rq=Murphy
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Living Text/Interview Subject: Things Hidden: The Life and Legacy of René Girard, Glass Darkly Films 
(Sam Sorich, Director), full-length feature documentary, forthcoming 2019 

“Setting the World on Fire: How my Grandfather’s Ignatian-Inspired Ignition Helped to Fan the 
Flames of the Sustainability Movement,” Loyola Magazine, fall, 2016 

“Shame and the Signs of Hope: Encyclical as Examen,” Conversations in Jesuit Higher Education, fall, 2016 

“Cormac McCarthy and the Signs of Sacrament: Literature, Theology, and the Moral of Stories,” by 
Matthew Potts, Book Review Essay, Reading Religion (AAR), July, 2016 

“Familiarity Breeds Contempt? Citizenship and Boundaries in the Digital Wild West,” The Huffington 
Post, 2/22/2016 

 “The Rise of the “Unholy Left,” Book Review Essay, First Things, 12/14/2015 

Living Text/Interview Subject: Daily Theology, 9/15/2015 

“Swipe left: A Theology of Tinder and Digital Dating,” America, 8/17/2015 

“Pope: Time to evolve on environment (he's talking to you, GOP)”, OpEd, Crain’s Chicago Business, 
6/23/2015 

Audio Performer/Speaker, Psalms 69 and 117, Hear my Prayer: an Audio Book of the Psalms, 
Paraclete Press, 2015 

“Atonement: Pope Francis and Ecological Sin,” The Huffington Post, 5/28/2015 

“Suspicious Minds: The Spirituality of the Postmodern Nones,” America, 2/24/2014 

“Spiritual but not Religious? Not So Fast: Disney, I-Clouds, and New Religion,” The Huffington Post, 
1/19/2013 

“Fury and Light: Cormac McCarthy’s Theological Dialectic,” 2/2/2011, catholicfiction.net 

“Reason Not the Knee: Believing Three Ways in Tubby Passmore,” Gravitas 1.2, 2000 “Fergus 

Unsheathed: The Tain and 1 Samuel,” NEH Proceedings, Washington DC: NEH, 1996 

 
REVIEW ESSAYS of A Theology of Criticism 

 

 

Religion and the Arts 14 (June, 2010), 332-340 (Dutton Kearney) 

New Blackfriars 90 (August, 2009), 626–628 (Kieran Flanagan) 

 
PEER-REVIEWED PRESENTATIONS 

 

Invited Speaker, “The Technology of the Incarnation,” at The Global Aesthetics of the Catholic 
Imagination, Villa Malta, Rome, 5/25-27/2023. 

Convener/Facilitator, “The Catholic Literary Imagination in North America” at The Global 
Aesthetics of the Catholic Imagination, Villa Malta, Rome, 5/25-27/2023. 

Invited Speaker/Panelist, “The Future of the Catholic Literary Imagination,” at the 4th Biennial 
Catholic Imagination Conference, University of Dallas, 9/28-10/1/2022. 

Invited Performance, “The Internet is in Color: A Play,” at the 4th Biennial Catholic Imagination 
Conference, University of Dallas, 9/28-10/1/2022 

“Practices in Depolarization: Pope Francis, Romano Guardini, and Synodality” at Pope 
Francis, Vatican II, and the Way Forward, Loyola University Chicago, March 24-26, 2022.  

“For That I Came: Two Meditations on Dignity in Contemporary Catholic Literature” at ‘I 

https://www.luc.edu/loyolamagazine/stories/archive/settingtheworldonfire.shtml
https://www.luc.edu/loyolamagazine/stories/archive/settingtheworldonfire.shtml
http://www.conversationsmagazine.org/web-features/2016/10/21/shame-and-the-signs-of-hope-encyclical-as-examen?rq=Murphy
http://readingreligion.org/books/cormac-mccarthy-and-signs-sacrament
https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2015/11/rise-of-the-unholy-left
http://dailytheology.org/2015/09/01/dt-podcast-episode-11-michael-murphy/
https://missionandministry.georgetown.edu/conference-schedule/
https://missionandministry.georgetown.edu/conference-schedule/
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Have Called You by Name': Human Dignity in a Secular World, University of Notre Dame Center 
for Ethics and Culture's Annual Fall Conference, University of Notre Dame, 11/11-13/2021 

Panem et Circenses: Michel Houellebecq and the Liturgies of Spiritual Exhaustion” at The 
Power of the Word VI, Trinity College, Dublin, 6/28-7/2/2021. Online due to Covid. 

“Flannery O’Connor and the Province of Joy” at The Power of the Word VI, Trinity College, 
Dublin, 6/28-7/2/2021. Online due to Covid. 

The Present Eye’: Digital Cultures, the Internet of Citizenship, and the Body of Christ” at 
Challenges and Opportunities for the Catholic University in the 21st Century, Sacred Heart 
University, 10/29-31/2020 

“Yours Truly: Epistolary Friendships and The Habit of Being” at I Have Called You Friends, 
University of Notre Dame Center for Ethics and Culture's Annual Fall Conference, 
University of Notre Dame, 11/7-9/2020  

“On the Catholic Imagination: Intellection, Empathy, Leadership” at The Jesuit Leadership 
Seminar, sponsored by The Association of Jesuit Colleges & Universities, Loyola University 
Chicago, 6/10-14/2019  

“Contemplation as Action: Thomas Merton, Poetic Vision, and the Rhythms of Christian Life” at 
Disappear from View? Thomas Merton 50 Years Later, and Beyond, International Conference, 
Bernardin Center at Catholic Theological Union, 12/7-8/2018 

“Who do You Think You Are? Political Power and Christian Realism in Dostoevsky and 
O’Connor” at Higher Powers, UND Center for Ethics and Culture's Annual Fall Conference, 
University of Notre Dame, 11/1-3/2018 

“Caminante, No Hay Camino: Flannery O’Connor and Theologies of Pilgrimage” at Andalusia in 
Andalucia: An International Flannery O’Connor Conference, Loyola University Andalucia, Seville, 

Spain, 6/22-25/2017 

“Sources and Resources for the Present Moment: Reading the Catholic Literary Tradition Today” 
at The Future of the Catholic Literary Tradition, Fordham University, 4/28/2017 

“Fragile Beauty: Dynamic Tension and Denise Levertov’s Eco-Theological Poetics: at The Poetry and 
Poetic Life of Denise Levertov: This Need to Dance; This Need to Kneel, Loyola University Chicago, 
10/23-25/2015 

“Post Conciliar Tensions: Boomer, X, and Y” at Our Inheritance: Vatican II at 50, The Post- 
Conciliar Generation Looks at the Next Half Century, Fordham University, New York, 3/9 – 
3/10/15 

“Notes on an Incarnational Aesthetics of Childhood” at Flannery O’Connor and the Mystery of Place, 
and international conference, All Hallows College, Dublin, 7/25/2014 

“Institution or Love Story? The Catholic Imagination and the Heart of College Identity,” at The Idea 
of a Catholic College: Charism, Curricula, and Community, Kings College, PA, 9/19-20, 2014 

“Revealing the Transcendent Third: Walker Percy’s Trinitarian Imagination” at STILL LOST IN THE 
COSMOS: Walker Percy and the 21st Century, Loyola University New Orleans, 10/12/2013 

“Breaking Bodies: Flannery O’Connor and the Aesthetics of Consecration” at Revelation and 
Convergence: Flannery O’Connor Among the Philosophers and Theologians, Loyola University 
Chicago, 10/6/2011 
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PRESENTATIONS FOR LOYOLA UNIVERSITY 

 

 

Invited Speaker, “Laudato Sí, Human Ecology, and Action, at the Inaugural Common Home Corps 
Training, a Porticus Grant Bearing Project in conjunction with Catholic Climate Covenant, and 
Creighton University, Loyola University Chicago, 6/15-6/19/2023.  

Lead Organizer for “Building Bridges: A Synodal Encounter between Pope Francis and University 
Students.” A two hour Zoom event featuring Pope Francis in conversation with students from the 
Americas, North and South, 2/24/2022 

Invited Speaker/Panelist, “Behind the Tweets: A Midterm Election Post-Mortem” Loyola 
University Chicago, 11/7/2018 

Session Organizer and Moderator, “Innovation and Transformation: Stories of Corporate 
Sustainability and Organizational Change,” Fourth Annual Climate Change Conference, Institute 
of Environmental Sustainability, Loyola University Chicago, 3/17/2017. 

Invited Speaker/Panelist, “Dating and Marriage: a Multi-Faith Perspective,” Loyola University 
Chicago, 11/30/2016 

Invited Speaker/Panelist, “A Year of Mercy: The Abrahamic Faiths in the Year of Jubilee,” 
Catholicism in Dialogue, Loyola University Chicago, 9/29/2016 

Invited Speaker, “Being Interdisciplinary” Theta Alpha Kappa Honor Society Induction 
Ceremony, Loyola University Chicago, 4/23/2015 

Symposium Organizer and Session Convener, “Laudato Si’ @LUC: Conversations on Ecology 
and Justice,” Loyola University Chicago, 9/9/2015 

Invited Speaker, “Leveraging Pope Francis,” AJCU annual meeting of Marketing and Communications 
professionals, Loyola University Chicago, 6/11/2014 

Keynote: “Theological Realism and The Third Miracle” Faith in Focus Series, Loyola University 
Chicago, 4/22/2014 

Keynote Speaker, “Creating a Climate of Solidarity: From St. Francis to Pope Francis to You,” 
lecture in honor of the feast of St. Francis and Energy Week, Office of Sustainability at Loyola 
University Chicago, 10/8/2014 

“Vocation.” Invited talk to Catholic Students Organization, Loyola University Chicago, 
11/29/2013 

Keynote Speaker, “Faith, Hope, and Cataclysm: Cormac McCarthy and The Road,” Faith in Focus 
Series, Loyola University Chicago, 10/22/2013 

Keynote Speaker, “Marian Devotion: A Late Modern Testimonial,” Ignite Conference, Loyola 
University Chicago, 10/15/2013 

Keynote Speaker, Phi Sigma Sigma Memorial event, Loyola University Chicago, 4/15/2013 

Keynote Speaker, “A Theology of Design: Architecture, Spirituality, and Urban Renewal”, CURL 
Fellows Presentation, Loyola University Chicago, 4/12/2013 

Invited Paper/Panelist, “Caveat Emptor: Finding Grace in the Spiritual Marketplace,” 2nd 
International McCormick Ethics Colloquium, Loyola University Chicago, 3/18/2013 

“White Smoke, Black Smoke: Electing a Pope.” Invited Keynote Flash Seminar, LUC Library, 3/12/2013 

https://www.americamagazine.org/pope-francis-loyola-chicago-college-stream-242432
https://www.americamagazine.org/pope-francis-loyola-chicago-college-stream-242432
http://www.luc.edu/sustainability/initiatives/climatechange/2017conference/panels/innovationandtransformation/
http://www.luc.edu/sustainability/initiatives/climatechange/2017conference/panels/innovationandtransformation/
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Panelist/Presenter, Habemus Papem, Loyola University Chicago, 2/26/2013 

Invited Keynote, Publication Luncheon: “Hanging (onto) Words: Language, Religion, and 
Spirituality in The Handmaid’s Tale”, CCIH, Loyola University Chicago, 2/19/2013 

Panelist/Presenter “Can a Catholic Vote for Either Ticket?” Loyola University, Chicago, 
10/11/2012 

 
SELECTED LECTURES & PRESENTATIONS: Other Locations 

 

 

Invited Speaker, “Vanity and Virtue: Frankenstein, the Practice of Reading, and New Media 
Ecologies” at Newman Forum Winter Conference "Science, Science Fiction, and God,” Lumen Chrsti 
Institute/Mundelein Seminary, 1/21/2023 

“Think Piece: The State of Catholic Studies,” Welcoming Address at the Second Annual Catholic 
Studies Consortium Annual Conference, Loyola University Chicago, 9/8-10/2022 

Convener/Facilitator, “René Girard,” at the 4th Biennial Catholic Imagination Conference, 
University of Dallas, 9/28-10/1/2022 

Invited Respondent, Church Communications Ecology Program’s Conference, McGrath 
Center, University of Notre Dame, 6/28-7/2/2022.  

Invited Presentation, “Pope Francis and Friendship: Fratelli Tutti and a Better Kind of 
Politics”, Sheil Center, Northwestern University, 6/15/ 2022. 

Invited Presentation, Private Audience with Pope Francis, “Scaling Up: Building Bridges, 
Synodality, and University Students”, Apostolic Palace, Vatican City, May 13, 2022 

Invited Speaker, “A Catholic Imagination in Shakespeare? Notes on Drama and Theology,” 
Lumen Christi Institute, University of Chicago, 10/21/2021 

Invited Spoken Word Performance, “Flannery at Yaddo,” International Flannery O’Connor 
Conference, hosted by Nipissing University, 8/3/2021 

Invited Speaker, “The Pedagogy of Empowering Catholic Studies Students in Co-Curricular 
Scholarship,” Catholic Studies National Consortium, Duquesne University, 7/28-30/2021 

Invited Speaker, The Modern Consciousness: A ‘Flannery’ Discussion Series in concert with the 
release of the Documentary, Flannery. 7/27/2020  

Invited Speaker, “Go and Do Likewise: A Catholic Imagination in the Key of Justice,” 
University address for Ignatian Heritage/Mission Week, John Carroll University, 1/30/2020 

Invited Speaker, Workshop for Faculty and Staff, “Imagination, Empathy, and Justice 
Education,” for Ignatian Heritage/Mission Week, John Carroll University, 1/30/2020 

Invited Speaker, “Composition of Place: Ignatian Spirituality and Life Transitions” for The 
Ignatian Legacy Fellows, Chicago, The Drake Hotel, 9/19/2019 

Conference Organizer and Chair: Third Biennial Catholic Imagination Conference: The Future of 
the Catholic Literary Tradition. Loyola University Chicago, 9/18-22/2019 

Invited Speaker, “Images and Likenesses: Notes on a Catholic Imagination” at Science, Creation, & 
the Catholic Imagination, The University of Chicago, 2/23/2019 

Invited Speaker, “Marriage and Family: Key Texts”, Temple Jeremiah, Northfield, Il, 8/29/2017 

Invited Speaker, “Laudato Si’ & Reflective Integration,” Presence Health Network Leadership Meeting, 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/flanneryfilm/live
https://www.luc.edu/ccih/2019catholicimaginationconference/conferenceschedule/
https://www.luc.edu/ccih/2019catholicimaginationconference/conferenceschedule/
https://www.luc.edu/ccih/2019catholicimaginationconference/conferenceschedule/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6QNHZrrhlU
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LUREC, Woodstock, IL, 6/15/2017 

Invited Speaker, “A Spirituality of Citizenship: Cultivating the Art of Dialogue in Tense Times,” 
Holy Family Cathedral, Chicago, 3/28/2017 

Invited Speaker, “Interfaith Dialog in Post-Election America,” Benedictine College, 12/1/2016 

Invited Speaker, “Mercy and Reconciliation in Post-Election America,” The Niagara Foundation, 
11/14/2016 

Invited Speaker, “Laudato Si’ and Disposable Culture: A Conversation on Ecology and Justice,” 
Holy Family Cathedral, Chicago, 11/10/15 

Invited Speaker, “A Tale of Two Francises: Creating a Climate for Solidarity,” St. James Parish, 
Arlington Heights, IL, 10/13/2014 

Invited Speaker, “Lectio Divina and Leadership: Contemplatives in Action”, Adult Faith 
Formation, Santa Maria Del Popolo Church, Mundelein, IL, 10/7/2014 

Invited Paper/Panelist, “Publishing in the Digital Age” at The Annual Meeting of the American 
Academy of Religion, Chicago, IL, 11/18/2012. 

Invited Paper/Panelist, “How to Get Published,” Kimberly R Connor, Oxford University Press, 
Convener at The Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, San Francisco, CA, 
11/19/2011 

Invited Paper, “From Dissertation to Book,” Cynthia Read, Oxford University Press, Convener at 
The Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Atlanta, GA, 10/31/2010 

Invited Paper, “From Dissertation to Book,” Cynthia Read, Oxford University Press, Convener at The 
Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Atlanta, GA, 10/31/2010 

Diocese of Oakland Adult Faith Formation Series: The Catholic Imagination, Christ the King Church, 
Pleasant Hill, CA, 7/7/2008 

SELECTED MEDIA APPEARANCES 
 

TV and Radio 

WTTW-TV, 1/5/2023: “Faithful Mourn Benedict XVI at Funeral Presided Over by Pope.” 
Appeared on PBS’s Chicago Tonight to discuss the significance of Pope Benedict XVI's death and 
legacy (available here) 

WMAQ-TV, 12/30/2022: “Cardinal Blase Cupich, Theology Professor Reflect on Former Pope 
Benedict XVI's Legacy.” NBC, Chicago.  
Religion and American Life Podcast, Conversation about “Pope Francis, Vatican II, and the Way 
Forward,” 8/31/2022 (available here) 
Chicago Catholic Radio, “Pope Francis’ Visit to Canada,” long interview, 2/28/2022 (available here) 
WGN TV, “How to Decide What to Give Up for Lent,“ long interview, 2/28/2022 (available here) 
WFLD TV, “Pope Francis to speak with Loyola University of Chicago students,” Interview 1/26/2022 
(available here) 
ABC TV, 3/26/2021. Interviewed for “Rambler-Mania Hits Loyola Bookstore Ahead of Sweet 16 Game 
Against Oregon State.” (available here) 

WFLD TV, 10/26/2020. Interviewed for TV and print story “Chicago community reacts to 
elevation of Archbishop Wilton Gregory.” 

WGN Radio, 10/13/20. Interviewed in regard to canonization process for Carlo Acutis for the John 

https://news.wttw.com/2023/01/05/faithful-mourn-benedict-xvi-funeral-presided-over-pope
https://www.podbean.com/media/share/pb-qac5i-12b1039?utm_campaign=embed_player_stop&utm_medium=dlink&utm_source=embed_player
https://radiotv.archchicago.org/radio/catholic-chicago
https://wgntv.com/news/wgn-news-now/deciding-what-to-give-up-for-lent-2022/
https://www.fox32chicago.com/video/1028549
https://abc7chicago.com/loyola-chicago-basketball-march-madness-2021-oregon-state-university/10450965/
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Landecker show.  

BBC World Service, 6/13/19. Interviewed by BBC 5 for a story about Fr. Augustus Tolton being 
the first black American priest to be made Venerable by the Vatican 

WBEZ Radio, 3/1/18. Interviewed for a story called “How To Take In $33 Million In Taxpayer 
Dollars: Partner With The Catholic Church” 

WBEZ Radio, 8/7/17. Appeared on “Worldview” and discussed under the title “Allies Of Pope 
Francis Strike Out At Catholic Conservatives” 

WGN TV, 1/20/17. Provided exclusive narration and commentary about prayer during the live feed 
of the presidential inauguration. 

ABC TV, 11/19/16. Appeared on the morning news slot and discussed the elevation of Blase 
Cupich to the Cardinal (available here) 

WBEZ Radio, 11/19/16. Appeared on “Weekend Edition” and discussed the elevation of Blase 
Cupich to the Cardinal (available here) 

WBEZ Radio, 2/16/16. Appeared on “Worldview” and discussed Pope Francis’s historic visit to 
Mexico (available here) 

WBEZ Radio, 12/1/15. Appeared on “Worldview” and discussed Pope Francis’s historic visit to Africa 
(available here) 

WBEZ Radio, 9/24/15. Appeared on “Worldview” and discussed Pope Francis’s historic US visit 

WGN TV, 9/24/15: Provided exclusive narration and commentary during the live feed to Pope Francis’s 
address to the joint session of congress (available here) 

CNN TV, 9/18/15. Appeared in Rosa Flores’s preparation piece about the Pope Francis Papal 
visit (available here) 

WLUL Radio, 9/18/15: Radio interview about Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, and the impending 
Papal visit. 

CLTV, 6/18/15: Appeared on CLTV feature piece examining Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, and 
climate change: “Our Home is Being Ruined” 

WBBM TV, 5/15/15: Appeared on CBS Chicago feature piece: “Why Are More Americans 
Turning Away From Religion?” (available here) 

WGN TV, 5/1/15: Appeared on WGN morning news—Live TV interview assessing the legacy of 
Francis Cardinal George (available here) 

WFLD TV, 11/18/14: Provided exclusive narration and commentary during the installation 
mass of Archbishop Blaise Cupich (available here) 

WBEZ Radio, 9/18/2014: Appeared on “The Morning Shift”-- Live radio interview about 
Churches and Marketing (available here) 

WBEZ Radio, 4/15/2014: Appeared on “The Afternoon Shift”-- Live radio interview about 
religion, food, and fish fries (available here) 

WFLD-TV, 3/21/2014: Appeared on “Good Morning Chicago”-- Video interview about 
Hollywood revivals of Bible and cinema 

WTTW-TV, 2/11/13: Appeared on PBS’s Chicago Tonight to discuss the significance of Pope 
Benedict XVI's resignation (available here) 

WGN-TV, 2/12/13: Appeared on WGN morning news; discussed papal resignation live with the 
WGN-TV morning news anchors 

WGN-TV, 3/12/2013: Appeared on WGN morning news; discussed the papal conclave live with 

http://abc7chicago.com/religion/blase-cupich-elevated-to-cardinal-by-pope-francis/1615497
https://www.wbez.org/shows/wbez-news/chicago-archbishop-blase-cupich-is-now-a-cardinal-and-its-a-big-deal/cabb5e97-1087-46a8-80d9-c3e1ea3f9813/amp
https://soundcloud.com/wbez-worldview/the-popes-trip-to-mexico
https://www.wbez.org/shows/wbez-news/ominous-signs-for-climate-change-in-the-arctic/d428b46e-63c6-456a-ab5c-4caf9a6967b1
https://www.wbez.org/shows/worldview/pope-francis-speech-to-congress-and-his-wheels-international/358becaf-53b9-4473-b7e4-86c0695f21e0
http://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2015/09/18/pope-francis-america-visit-flores-dnt-lead.cnn/video/playlists/pope-francis/
http://cltv.com/2015/06/18/pope-francis-on-climate-change-our-home-is-being-ruined/
http://cbsloc.al/1K5vmO8
http://wgntv.com/2015/05/01/loyola-theology-professor-remembers-cardinal-francis-george/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ofzmYD5N1o
https://storify.com/WBEZ/morning-shift-relgious-marketing
https://www.wbez.org/shows/wbez-news/fish-fry-dinners-bring-food-community-to-catholics-during-lent/171a3715-44ae-40a6-a093-31ca2530e09f
http://chicagotonight.wttw.com/2013/02/11/pope-benedict-xvi-resigns
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the WGN-TV morning news anchors 

WGN-TV, 3/13/2013: Extended Interview as live phone-in expert as new pope was announced 
with WGN-TV afternoon news anchors 

WGN-TV, 3/14/2013: Appeared on WGN morning news; discussed the papal election and Pope 
Francis live with the WGN-TV morning news anchors. 

CLTV, 2/12/2013: Interviewed live about Pope Benedict’s resignation 

CLTV, 3/14/2013: Interviewed via phone about Pope Francis 

 
QUOTED IN PRINT MEDIA (partial list) 

 

National Catholic Register online and print “What Is the Catholic Imagination? Professors and 
poets weigh the profound meaning.” Quoted in article, 8/27/2023 

Chicago Sun Times online and print, “101-year-old St. Anne’s Convent to Close.” Quoted in 
article, 10/16/2022 

National Catholic Reporter online and print, “Pope Francis to meet with college students in 
virtual dialogue hosted by Chicago's Loyola University.” Quoted in article—and many more 
about this global event. 2/25/2022 

National Catholic Reporter online, 7/28/2021, “New Catholic website “The Pillar” operates on 
shaky foundation.” Quoted in article. 

Washington Post, 6/6/2021, “Vaccines Push the Question: Are You Going Back to Church?” 
Quoted in article. 

The Tablet, 5/1/2021 “An Idealist in the White House” Quoted in article. 

Washington Post, MSN, BBC, others from the AP Report, 6/12/2018, 1st black priest in US, ex- 
slave, positioned for sainthood. Quoted in article. 

National Catholic Reporter, 12/7/2018, “50 years after Merton's death, maybe 'we're finally 

 getting him’”. Quoted in article on Merton Conference 
WBEZ Radio 3/1/2018, “How To Take In $33 Million In Taxpayer Dollars: Partner With The 
Catholic Church.” Quoted in this article discussing tax credits, donations, and school choice 

Life Matters Media, 11/21/2016, “Cremation and Catholicism: A Complicated Relationship.” 
Quoted in this article discussing traditions of Christian burial 

AJCU.Net, 4/19/2016, “Responding to Laudato Si’ at Loyola University Chicago.” Quoted in an 
article celebrating the success and reach of a three campus wide symposium 

CNN, 2/13/2016, “Pope Francis May Offer Tough Love in Visit to Mexico.” Quoted in an 
article discussing Papal visit to Mexico 

National Catholic Reporter, 12/5/2015, “What is ‘Academic Freedom’?” Quoted in this article 
discussing academic liberty in the Catholic tradition 

National Catholic Reporter, 12/5/2015, “Conference Discusses Modern Challenges, Threats to 
Academic Freedom.” Quoted in this article discussing academic liberty and its foils 

Vice News, 9/18/2015, “Pope Francis Warms Communist Leader's Heart Ahead of Cuba Visit.” 
Quoted in this article discussing political intrigues of Pope Francis’s visit to Cuba 

Chicago Sun-Times, 2/11/2013, “Could the next pope hail from Africa or Asia?” Quoted in this 
article discussing possible replacements for Pope Benedict XVI 

 

https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/what-is-the-catholic-imagination
https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/what-is-the-catholic-imagination
https://chicago.suntimes.com/
https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/pope-francis-meet-college-students-virtual-dialogue-hosted-chicagos-loyola-university
https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/pope-francis-meet-college-students-virtual-dialogue-hosted-chicagos-loyola-university
https://www.ncronline.org/news/new-catholic-website-pillar-operates-shaky-journalistic-foundation
https://www.ncronline.org/news/new-catholic-website-pillar-operates-shaky-journalistic-foundation
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2021/06/06/church-mass-pandemic-dispensation-lifted/
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/features/2/19907/joe-biden-an-idealist-in-the-white-house
https://www.apnews.com/876d6a2cab944e77b6133f525270dff6
https://www.apnews.com/876d6a2cab944e77b6133f525270dff6
https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/50-years-after-mertons-death-maybe-were-finally-getting-him
https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/50-years-after-mertons-death-maybe-were-finally-getting-him
http://bit.ly/2gfuAU5
https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/ncr-today/what-academic-freedom?_ga=1.59743081.579423698.1399312007
https://news.vice.com/article/pope-francis-warms-communist-leaders-heart-ahead-of-cuba-visit
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ACADEMIC AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND HONORS 
 

Finalist, Ignatius of Loyola Award, LUC Faculty Center for Ignatian Pedagogy, 2016 

Finalist, Kolvenbach Award, LUC Faculty Center for Ignatian Pedagogy, 2015 

Alpha Sigma Nu, Centenary Faculty Inductee, Loyola University Chicago, 2014-2015 Loyola 

University Chicago USGA Teaching Award: Faculty Member of the Year, 2013-2014 

Loyola University Chicago Student Diversity and Multicultural Affairs Diversity Award, 2013- 
2014 

CCIH Fellowship: Vatican II at 50 

USF Distinguished Adjunct Nominee, 2011 and 2012 

Warren Eukel Distinguished Teacher Finalist, 2011 

American Academy of Religion Distinguished Book: 2008 

UCSB Teacher Recognition Award, 2001, 2002, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2010 

Congressman Frank Buck Fellowship, 2003 

Gravitas Academic Selection, Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 1999 

National Endowment for the Humanities Fellow: “Irish Saga and Irish Culture,” Harvard 
University (Professor PK Ford, Director), 1996 

 
SERVICE 

 

LUC Mission Integration Team, ongoing 

Lead Executive, Plan 2020 Loyola Faculty Seminar, a strategic plan/formation initiative for CCIH 
cultivating mission: faith, reason, and justice in the Ignatian tradition, ongoing (and will extend into 
plan 2025) 

College Leadership Council, Loyola University Chicago, ongoing 

Ignatian Mission Council (and CAS Liaison), Loyola University Chicago, ongoing 

Organizing Committee: LUC Multiyear Interdisciplinary Consortium on Climate Change and 
Sustainability, ongoing 

Organizing Committee and Faculty: LUC’s THEA Institute—Theology of Healing Earth in Action 
Lilly Endowment Theology Institutes for Secondary Students (grant awarded: $600,000.00), 
ongoing 

Faculty Reviewer, Service-Learning Portfolios, Center of Experiential Learning, Loyola 
University Chicago, ongoing 

Mentor, LUC Honors Program (student Study Abroad projects), ongoing 

Editing task force/working group, Healing Earth (an environmental E-Textbook produced by the 
International Jesuit Ecology Project), ongoing 

Member, Midwest Jesuit Province, committee on Universal Apostolic Preferences, ongoing  

Faculty, Jesuit Leadership Seminar, 2019 

Steering/Host Committee, Loyola University Mission Priority Examen, 3/2018—8/2019 

Advisory Committee, Pre-Health Professions, Loyola University Chicago, 2017-2018  

Lead Consultant, Loyola Academy Theology Department restructuring, 12/2018—5/2019 

Faculty Representative, Student Development & Success Committee of the LUC Board of Trustees, 
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8/2015-5/2017 

Selection Committee, LUC First Year Experience Common Book, 2013-2017 

Dissertation Committee, Lyle Enright (completed 2019) 

Dissertation Committee, Mary Harmon (completed 2021) 

Dissertation Committee, Yale Park (completed 2021) 

Dissertation Committee, Augustin Vondou (completed 2021) 

Organizing Committee, Andalusia in Andalucía: An International Flannery O’Connor Conference, 
Loyola Andalucía, June 2017 

Doctoral Student Teaching Mentor, Cathy Buescher (spring, 2017) 

Panel Moderator (panel #1) at Andalusia in Andalucia: An International Flannery O’Connor Conference, 
Loyola University Andalucia, Seville, Spain, 6/22-25/2017 

Search Committee, Assistant Vice President/Dean of Students, Student Development, LUC, 
Summer 2017 

Session Organizer, “Sources and Resources for the Present Moment: Reading the Catholic 
Literary Tradition Today” at The Future of the Catholic Literary Tradition, Fordham University, 
4/28/17 

Ad Hoc Committee on Teaching and Learning, Department of Theology, 2016-17 

Doctoral Student Teaching Mentor, Michael Okoro (fall, 2016) 

Undergraduate Program Committee, Department of Theology, 2015-16 

Dissertation Committee, Brent Little, Uncertainty and Faith: The Dynamics of Belief in Theology and 
Literature. Dissertation defended 3/20/2015 

Organizing Committee, Still Guests in Our Own House? Women in the Church Since Vatican II, 
Loyola University Chicago, 11/6 – 11/7/2015 

Organizing Committee, Denise Levertov, an International Conference, Loyola University Chicago, 
10/23/2015) 

Organizing Committee, Memory and Hope: The Salvadoran Martyrs, Prophetic Witness, and the Future 
of Jesuit Higher Education colloquium with Jon Sobrino, Loyola University Chicago, 11/20-21/2014 

Committee Consultant: Flannery O'Connor and the Mystery of Place: An International 
Conference, All Hallows College and Seminary, Dublin, Ireland, 7/24 – 7/26/2014) 

Loyola 2020 Strategic Plan (CAS Leadership Team: Faculty Focus Groups), Loyola University 
Chicago, 2014-15 

Search Committee, English position in Literature and Catholic Studies, summer, 2014 

Consultant, NBC Network News, The Francis Effect (Anne Thompson, producer), 3/3-14/2014 

Consultant, National Public Radio, The Francis Effect (Lynette Clemetson, producer), 11/20- 
12/22, 2014 

Conference Facilitator, “U.S. Energy and Climate Change: Science, Ethics, and Public Policies,” 
Loyola University Chicago, 11/14-15/2013 

Advisor, Catholic Students Organization, Loyola University Chicago, 2013-2014 

Consultant, “Parish Council Reboot”, St. Margaret Mary Parish, Chicago, 2013 

Panel Moderator “The Spirit of Vatican II: Then and Now.” Loyola University, Chicago, 9/29/2012 

Invited speaker: Benediction, University of San Francisco commencement, 5/8/2012 
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Panel Moderator “20th Century Theologians”, Revelation and Convergence: Flannery O’Connor 
Among the Philosophers and Theologians, Loyola University Chicago, 10/21/2011 

Consultant, The Race to Nowhere (a feature length documentary film), 2008 

Instructor/Facilitator of the Inter-Religious Workshop Series conducted jointly by the 
American Jewish Community and the Diocese of Oakland, 2007-2012 

Contributor, Huffington Post 

Occasional contributor, ChicagoCatholicNews.com 

Occasional contributor, Relevant Radio 

 

 
SERVICE TO THE ACADEMY and THE CHURCH 

 

Foundational and Leadership Team, Common Home Corps Training, a Porticus Grant Bearing Project 
in conjunction with Catholic Climate Covenant, and Creighton University, Loyola University 
Chicago, 6/15-6/19/2023. Ongoing 

Leadership Team, The Global Aesthetics of the Catholic Imagination, Villa Malta, Rome, 5/25-
27/2023. 

Convener/Facilitator, “The Difference Creation Makes: Catholic Art and Creative 
Imagination” at ‘And It Was Very Good': On Creation, de Nicola Center for Ethics and 
Culture's Annual Fall Conference, University of Notre Dame, 11/10-12/2022. 

Founder and Editor, Nexus: Conversations on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, A Hank Center 
Publication, 2021 and ongoing 

Cofounder and Board Member, Building Bridges Initiative, a cooperative program with the Vatican, 
North-South Synodal Task Force for University Students 2021, ongoing 

Executive Board Member, The Way Forward: An Annual International Conference of Bishops, 
Theologians, and Journalists, ongoing.  10 minute Video Documentary Here. 

Executive Board Member, Biennial Conference on the Catholic Imagination, ongoing 

Foundational and Leadership Team Member, National Catholic Studies Consortium, ongoing 

Executive Board Member, International Flannery O’Connor Conference, ongoing 

Executive Committee Member, AJCU Roundtable on Ignatian Pedagogy, ongoing 

Leadership Roundtable Conference Member (national), ongoing 

Advisory Board Member, Ave Maria Press, ongoing 

External Reviewer, University of Notre Dame Institute for Advanced Study, ongoing 

Consultant, AAR Religion and Literature Group, ongoing 

Advisory Board Member, Church Life Journal, McGrath Institute, University of Notre Dame, 
ongoing 

Advisory Board Member, Conference on Christianity and Literature (Midwest), ongoing 

Advisory Board Member, Ave Maria Press (Christian Classics series), ongoing 

Peer Reviewer, Religion and Literature (Notre Dame), ongoing  

https://missionandministry.georgetown.edu/conference-schedule/
https://www.luc.edu/ccih/homeleft/nexusconversationsonthecatholicintellectualtradition.shtml
https://www.luc.edu/ccih/buildingbridgesinitiative/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acyWs91NGFI
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Peer Reviewer, Irish Theological Quarterly, ongoing 

Peer Reviewer, Theological Studies, ongoing 

Peer Reviewer, Reading Religion, ongoing 

Peer Reviewer, Journal of Church and State (Oxford), ongoing 

Peer Reviewer, Journal of the American Academy of Religion, ongoing 

Peer Reviewer, The New Atlantis, ongoing 

 
LANGUAGES 

 

Spanish: excellent reading, good speaking and writing ability 

French: good reading, marginal speaking, and competent writing ability 

Latin: decent reading ability 

German: developing speaking ability 

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 

 

Theology and Literature/Religion and Literature/ Philosophy and Literature 

H. U. von Balthasar: Theological Aesthetics/Theodramatic Theory 

Catholic Studies 

Ignatian Pedagogy/Catholic Education 

The Literary, Social, and Political Cultures of Catholicism 

Theology and Critical Theory 

R. Girard, Religion, and Mimetic Theory 

Uses of Narrative in Christian/Catholic Theology, Aesthetics, and Ethics 

Sacraments and Liturgy 

Social Ethics 

Eco-Theology 

Catholic/Christian/Ignatian Spirituality 

Ressourcement Theology 

Vatican II Studies 

 
OTHER INTERESTS 

 

Music, politics, travel, biking, hiking, camping, canine life, cooking, and much more. 

 


