Comparability of Education and Assessment Policy

PURPOSE: To outline the requirements and associated monitoring which ensures that
students are provided comparable educational experiences and equivalent methods of
assessment across all sites within a given clerkship.

The policy relates directly to LCME ELEMENT 8.7, which states “The medical school
ensures that the medical curriculum includes comparable educational experiences and
equivalent methods of assessment across all locations within a given course and clerkship
to ensure that all medical students achieve the same medical education program
objectives.”

DEFINITION:

Comparable educational experiences among clerkship sites is achieved by each clinical
site having the same learning objectives, required educational experiences, required
clinical conditions, and balance of inpatient and outpatient experiences.

Equivalent methods of assessment among clerkship sites is achieved by each site utilizing
exactly the outlined clerkship assessment methods for all students, including the NBME
shelf exam, other written assessments and assignment, OSCEs, direct observation, and
required History and Physical Exam Submissions, and providing each student with a
narrative assessment, formative assessment and feedback, and fair and timely summative
assessment

POLICY:
In planning and implementing experiences at different clinical sites within their clerkship,
clerkship directors will ensure that at all sites the following are uniform:

e Clerkship Goals and Objectives

e Formal Didactic topics

e Required Clinical Experiences and alternatives

e Methods of assessment, including OSCEs

e Clinical Performance Evaluation Form

e Components contributing to the final clerkship grade and percentage of each

component contributing to the final grade

Monitoring and Compliance
Each individual clerkship is required to indicate their continued compliance with the policy
on the annual clerkship inventory form at the completion of each academic year.

The Central Curricular Authority (CCA) will formally assess comparability annually by
reviewing each of the following for each clerkship:

e Compliance with uniform features as outlined above

e Clerkship evaluation by students per site



e Site specific data for any required clinical condition exceeding 15% of students
experiencing the condition via alternate

e NBME shelf exam performance by site

e (OSCE performance by site

e Clerkship final grade distribution by site

Identification of any comparability gaps will be analyzed by the clerkship director, site
director, Assistant Dean for Clinical Development or Assistant Dean for Clinical
Transformation, relevant CCA subcommittee/s, and CCA with development of necessary
action plan/s.
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